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PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 
The Hamilton-Wenham Public Library continued to be a welcoming destination and a source of 
information, leisure reading, meeting spaces and cultural programming for our two towns.  The Library 
Trustees who served during 2007 were Wendy Daynes, Chair; Doris Gallant, Secretary; Annette Janes; 
Madelyn Liberti; Joanne Ridinger; and Elizabeth Stanton. The trustees generally meet on the second 
Thursday of the month and they are to be commended for their leadership and dedication to the library.  
One of their prime achievements this year was to establish a Policy on Professional Education Incentive 
to encourage staff members in their pursuit of a Master’s Degree in Library Science.   
 
As usual, the library staff has been terrific; their industriousness, creativity, enthusiasm and commitment 
to excellent service make the library an inviting institution dedicated to lifelong learning and the joy of 
reading. In 2007, we reached our highest circulation ever.  A total of 229,387 items circulated during the 
year.  Our meeting rooms were used by community groups and library programs a total of 842 times. 
The library offered 179 adult programs, 75 young adult programs and 275 children’s programs.  Our 
reference department answered 15,701 reference questions and our study rooms were used a total of 
1,628 times. We also hosted six excellent art exhibits during the year that attracted many visitors to our 
facility. We installed six new computers and now offer 18 workstations for the public to use.  
 
At least 1,912 children and 156 teens participated in our Summer Reading Program, “Catch the Beat at 
Your Library,” which included many reading incentives and popular programs such as “Jewels from 
Mesopotamia: Kurdish Stories and Songs” by Diane Edgecomb, our 9th annual Vehicle Night, a visit 
from “The Spoon Man”,  and Charlie Hoffman’s Monarch Butterfly Program.  The teens enjoyed many 
programs including “Dance, Dance Revolution” and “Guitar Hero Night.” We also supported the 
schools by providing Summer Reading materials.  
 
This summer we also launched a new and successful partnership with the staff of the House of Seven 
Gables.  Hamilton-Wenham adults were encouraged to read A Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
and one of our popular related activities was a field trip to the House of Seven Gables for a tour and a 
lecture. The Friends of the Library generously donated a pass to the Gables and many patrons have 
enjoyed visiting this historic landmark. 
 
We added the “Series Adventure Club” which is our third story hour for elementary school children and 
continued to offer our popular story hours for preschoolers and babies. The library won a two-year 
LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) grant for “Tweens and Teens” totaling $20,000. This 
money will be used to improve the Young Adult area and purchase materials to improve our services 
and collection for youth from 11 to 18 years of age.   Our Young Adult Advisory Group, the “Teen 
Think Tank” is instrumental in helping staff fulfill the requirements of the grant.  The grant will also be 
used to improve resource sharing and communication with the Middle School and High School Library 
staff so that all students will be aware of and able to benefit from the public library’s resources. A $600 
grant supplied new music CDs for our collection. 
 
Adults enjoyed many special programs, including an author visit from Megan Marshall author of The 
Peabody Sisters, Three Women who Ignited American Romanticism, the monthly Literary Luncheon, a 
Genealogy Lock-in, and a foreign film series in the fall.  Our senior citizens enjoyed a wide variety of 
speakers and fellowship at our monthly Koffee Klatch.  
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During 2007 we launched our first Community Read. We read Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy 
Kidder and were privileged to partner with Gordon College to have Tracy Kidder speak about his book 
at the A.J Memorial Chapel on March 21, 2007.   In 2008 we are celebrating our second community 
read: “Two Books for Two Towns.  We will offer a variety of programs and activities related to A Walk 
in the Woods by Bill Bryson and Reading the Forested Landscape: a Natural History of New England by 
Tom Wessels.  Tom Wessels will speak at Gordon College on April 8, 2008.  Patrons of all ages are 
invited and encouraged to participate in the related activities and read the books.  
 
Many of our programs are funded by the generous support of the Friends of the Hamilton-Wenham 
Public Library who are a stellar group of dedicated volunteers.  They held two very profitable book sales 
and a successful membership drive. The friends purchased a stately podium for our meeting room.  They 
continue to provide the means for the library to offer the following museum passes for the public to 
enjoy: Boston by Foot, Children’s Museum in Boston, Cape Ann Historical Museum in Gloucester, 
DeCordova Museum in Lincoln, Department of Conservation and Recreation Parks Pass, House of 
Seven Gables, JFK Library and Museum, Museum of Fine Arts, Museum of Science, New England 
Aquarium, Peabody Essex Museum, Roger Williams Park Zoo, and the Wenham Museum. Passes can 
call to reserve passes or sign-up remotely with their library card. 
 
We could not operate without our dedicated volunteers who cheerfully and faithfully help us in 
countless ways to keep the library running smoothly.  We also work with volunteers who have school 
and diversion program community service requirements. We also received some very generous 
donations from patrons which helped us add timely and important items to our collection. 
 
In 2007 we started using DreamWeaver to author our website at www.hwlibrary.org. We continue to list 
our programs and events on our website.  Patrons can order library materials from home and access 
many databases using their library cards.  Besides the statewide and consortium databases, we offer our 
Hamilton-Wenham citizens access to Ancestry.com Library edition and the ABC-Clio Geography 
Database.  We also offer the full Britannica.com which can be used remotely day and night. 
Ancestry.com offers HeritageQuest which can be accessed from home using one’s library card barcode 
and the geography database can be accessed remotely with the user name and password of hwplpatron.  
 
The library staff and trustees work hard to constantly improve collections and services.  We greatly 
appreciate the citizens of Hamilton and Wenham; they are tremendously supportive and value education, 
learning and reading.   We look forward to another great year in 2008.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Dempsey, Library Director 
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HAMILTON-WENHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
 
The Director Jan Dempsey brings great energy, experience and efficiency to the operation of the library.  
The Trustees unanimously commend her for all of her excellent and successful efforts. Despite many 
staff changes during 2007, the Hamilton-Wenham Public Library continues to experience success and 
growth.  Citizens from Hamilton, Wenham and many other communities enjoy the library and its many 
resources. This past year the circulation figures for the library saw constant increases. The library is 
busy all day and evening, and the public meeting rooms are in constant demand.  Despite being stretched 
to the limit and the many staff changes, the library staff continues to perform at a high level of 
professionalism and competence. The Trustees acknowledge their outstanding public service. The 
Trustees continue to work for salaries that are more equitable for all of their employees. The Trustees 
unanimously created the Policy on Professional Education Incentive for Library Staff, which is for 
continuing education costs for staff members who wish to pursue a degree in library science. Expenses 
are covered with interest from the Katherine Duffy Trust Fund.  
 
The State funding and our two Towns’ tax dollars, which fund the operation of our library, do not cover 
all of the expenses, and certainly not the extras, which include special programs and speakers,  staff 
development and even some basic costs such as supplies and equipment.   
In 2007, the Trustees and Director raised $5803.00 by requesting charitable giving.  The State also 
contributed some matching funds as an incentive to local efforts.  The Staff and the Trustees continue to 
take advantage of available grants and state aid to fund programs:  The $7500 Grant “On the Same 
Page” helped fund Hamilton and Wenham’s first Community Read and we were please to have Tracy 
Kidder, author of Mountains Beyond Mountains come and talk about his book.  An LSTA grant 
“Serving Tweens and Teens” will supplement staffing, library materials and services for the teens of our 
community for a two-year period. The Teen Think Tank created a plan to improve the Young Adult 
Space with painting.  State Aid Funds will fund a Shelving Proposal. 
 
Memorial Gifts were received in memory of Esther Noren, John Richards, Eileen White, Eileen 
Suppess, and Kay Duryea. A bequest was received from the estate of Susan D. Little.  Many generous 
patrons also donated funds to the library. David Dearborn donated a Historical (1910) map of Hamilton 
and Wenham. The map and a preconstruction photograph of the library site, which have been 
professionally framed, are hanging outside of the Local History Room on the second floor of the library. 
 
In Memoriam Frederick C. Batchelder, former Trustee of the Wenham Public Library for many years 
passed away on March 14, 2007 at the age of 95. 
 
The Friends of the Library continue to be of great financial support to the library and its mission.  They 
fund countless programs, purchase equipment and furniture and pay for the extensive collection of 
museum passes.  
 
The library’s website at www.hwlibrary.org continues to be a very useful resource, providing 
information about programs, giving access to the databases and enabling citizens to order books online 
as well as from their home. A number of local talented artists show their work throughout year and we 
thank them for their generosity of sharing their work with the community. The trustees appreciate the 
support of the community and encourage everyone to enjoy the library and its many resources and 
programs. 
 
Doris Gallant, Secretary   Elizabeth Stanton 
Wendy Waller Daynes, Chair   Annette Janes 
Madelyn Liberti    Joanne Ridinger 
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Our commitment to continue to fund facility improvements, even in hard economic times, has become 
more trying.  We were able to place a new play structure at the field behind the Recreation Center and 
with continued support of the Hamilton DPW arrange an agreement that the Town of Hamilton maintain 
the Donovan field to save the Youth Sports organizations the financial strain for trying to maintain this 
wonderful donation to the community.  New benches, backstops and bleachers grace Patton and Pingree 
Park and work is planned for the outdoor basketball court as well as the tennis courts in both towns.  It is 
our goal to help the Friends of Buker fundraise for a new gym floor. 
 
On the program side of our mission, new programs included many special events for the community 
funded by the Recreation Department, including Pumpkins in the Park, Winterfest, Kite Day and Jump 
into Spring.  This is new to us and was a wonderful addition to the community’s offerings and an 
exciting partnership with the Police, COA, Community House and Arts Council.  We look forward to 
many more collaborations in the future. 
 
In addition to the classes we continued to offer, we were pleased to offer new classes for preschoolers 
and some art and science classes were added to grace our school year brochure.  We will continue to 
branch out to offer programs not traditionally associated with the Recreation Department. 
 
Maggie Whitesell, Director 
 
Hamilton-Wenham Recreation Board 
Jay Butler, Chairman 
Denis Curran 
Bob Kerrigan 
Renee LaForce-MacDonald 
Jane Lyman 
Lindle Willnow 
 
 

RECREATION MISSION STATEMENT 
The Hamilton-Wenham Recreation Department provides a wide variety of programs designed to 
improve the quality of life for resident by meeting physical and recreational needs.  We promote life-
long lesson through play, education and community wide events. 
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RECYCLING COMMITTEE 
 

The Hamilton Recycling Committee is comprised of members appointed by the Board of Selectman.  
The Committee has been meeting regularly over the past two years.  In October 2007, the Town of 
Hamilton, approved at Town Meeting an amendment that allowed the Selectman to authorize a town-
wide waste reduction program to begin on March 12, 2008.  Hamilton is the 120th town in Massachusetts 
to put a waste reduction program in place.  For Hamilton, this program requires each household to place 
up to 1 barrel of trash in a 35 gallon container on the curb with an unlimited amount of recycling.  Any 
household with trash in excess of the 35 gallon container must purchase official trash bags from 
Hansburys, True Value, or Crosby’s at a cost of $1.75 each.  Households, located on multiple driveways 
or with multiple families at one location, need to obtain a sticker for their trash barrel to differentiate 
each household. 
 
The Committee has set up programs to support the waste reduction program including: 1) visiting homes 
to train families on recycling; 2) operating a hot line to provide waste information to Hamilton residents; 
3) holding a series of public meetings and seeking out speaking engagements to inform residents about 
waste issues; 4) working out of the Town Hall to answer residents questions; 5) developing a series of 
articles for the paper to answer questions received on the new program; 6) establishing a website where 
residents can offer unwanted, but still useable items for free on the Yahoo freecycle website at : 
<groups.yahoo.com/group/freecyclehamiltonwenham>; 7) coaching institutions that rent their facilities 
to outside groups on how to maximize recycling and minimize the solid waste the groups produce, at no 
cost to the host institution; 8) arranging for “at cost” composters to be available at Corliss Brothers in 
Ipswich to residents who signed up this spring, and then later for others at Green Meadows Farm in 
Hamilton; 9) exploring the possibility of a “Swap Shop” being created behind Town Hall in conjunction 
with the Boy Scouts Eagle Program. 
 
The Committee/DPW applied for and received a $10,000 grant to initiate the waste reduction program 
for the Town.  This grant covered the initial shipment of bags, publicity for the program, technical 
assistance from a DEP advisor and other related costs. 
 
Other trash options include: Enforcement of the state-wide ban on placing random cardboard in the 
trash.  All cardboard must be either broken down into 2’X 2’ pieces and tied, or brought to the town hall 
broken down but not cut up and placed in the dumpster.  The Committee has been working with the 
Town’s DPW and its trash collector to enforce this rule.  In addition, the Committee has been working 
with local garden centers and farms to encourage composting of food/plants. 
 
GOOD NEWS.   
• With the implementation of the Town’s “Waste Reduction Program”, trash tonnage has dropped 

dramatically, and recycling and composting have increased dramatically. Trash tonnage for March 
2008 was down 72 tons compared to the same month last year, resulting in avoided disposal cost 
savings of over $5,000.  For the four full weeks in April 2008, tonnage was down 82 tons, saving 
another $5,700; This represents a 33% and 37% reduction in trash tonnage, which is well above even 
our projections! 

• Recycling tonnage increased by 27 tons in April 2008 vs. April 2007. 
• For the Fiscal Year 2008 so far, the trash tonnage is down, 205 tons, saving over $14,000, with only 

two months of the WRP in place.  In addition, as of April 28th, recycling tonnage is up 157 tons for 
the fiscal year 2008 compared to FY07, a 21% increase. 

• The town hopes to achieve a 35% reduction in trash tonnage in 2008, with a savings of $100,000. 
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HAMILTON-WENHAM REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
 

 TERM EXPIRES 
 
Richard L. Boroff, Chair 2008 
40 Moynihan Road, Hamilton 01982  (468-3162) 
 
Laurie Wilson, Vice Chair 2009 
17 Boardman Lane, Hamilton 01982  (468-2621) 
 
Catherine A. Harrison, Treasurer 2008 
49 Pleasant Street, Wenham 01984  (468-3359) 
 
Donald E. Gallant, Asst. Treasurer 2010 
28 Mayflower Drive, Wenham 01984  (468-2357) 
 
Jack O’Keefe, Secretary 2009 
5 Anthony Road, Hamilton 01982  (468-1494) 
 
Denise A. Bisaillon, Asst. Secretary 2010 
37 Beech Street, Extension, Hamilton 01982  (468-3991) 
 
Lisa S. Gaquin 2010 
PO Box 241 - 45 Rock Maple Avenue, Hamilton 01936  (468-3412) 
 
William F. Martin 2008 
101 Blueberry Lane, Hamilton 01982  (468-9553) 
 
Alexa McCloughan 2009 
489 Bridge Street, Hamilton  01982  (468-1743)   
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HAMILTON-WENHAM REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUAL REPORT  
Dr. Marinel D. McGrath, Superintendent of Schools 

 
I am pleased to present 2006-2007 Annual Report for the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District. 
As you read the school reports, you will note that the strength of our school district is in the quality of 
our students, our faculty, our support staff, our school leadership, and our two communities.  

 
During the 2006-2007 school year, the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District (HWRSD) had an 
enrollment totaling 2121 students with 895 in the elementary grades Pre-Kindergarten through grade 
five, 507 in the middle school grades six through eight, and 719 in the high school grades nine through 
twelve. The school district goal is to provide an engaging and comprehensive curriculum that challenges 
all students and raises their achievement level. Our students must meet not only our own local learning 
standards, but also the learning standards of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and those of colleges 
across the country.  
 
To realize the HWRSD goal, teams of teachers and principals provide an academic program for higher 
student achievement by embedding all state framework requirements within a strong District curriculum. 
Through state and federal grants and the generosity of the Hamilton and Wenham Education Fund, 
teachers availed themselves of quality staff development programs to ensure successful implementation 
of programs. Through the dedication, commitment, and caring of our teachers and support staff, 
Hamilton and Wenham students were recognized for their achievements in the academics, arts, athletics, 
and activities during the 2006-2007 school year. Our elementary students participated in artists in 
residence program; our middle school College Bowl students scored first place in a statewide 
competition and our middle school math team earned first place in Essex County for their participation 
in the New England Mathematics League. Middle School students were also recognized for their 
achievements in band competitions and the Boston Globe Art Awards. Our high school students 
received awards at the local and state level in history and science, the New England Drama Festival, 
Boston Globe Key Art Awards, District Band and Chorus, and Massachusetts All-State Band. One of 
our students, Mihika Pradhan, was named top prize winner and Massachusetts State Representative to 
the International Science Fair held in New Mexico. There, she won first place in her division. Hamilton-
Wenham fielded the Cape Ann League and Division Champions in boys’ and girls’ cross country while 
the girls’ lacrosse team was the Division II Cape Ann League Co-Champion. The golf, volleyball, girls’ 
soccer, boys’ ice hockey, gymnastics, boys’ lacrosse, and boys’ and girls’ tennis teams all advanced to 
post-season tournament play.  

 
The May 2006 MCAS scores reveal that Hamilton-Wenham students continue to score above the state 
average in all four subject areas tested (see Director of Curriculum’s report for detail).  Every member of 
the Class of 2007 has passed both the English and math sections of the MCAS which enabled all of them 
to graduate in June. In the area of college admission test scores, 91 % of HW Regional High School 
students took the SAT I with an average score of 1691 (Critical Reading – 565; Math – 561; Writing – 
565). 126 students took 162 Advanced Placement examinations in Calculus AB, English Literature, 
European History, French, Spanish Language, Spanish Literature, and U.S. History, and achieved an 
average score of 3.5 out of 5.0. The Class of 2007 had seven students recognized as National Merit 
Scholars; six students received letters of commendation and one student was named a semi-finalist.  

 

The H-W Regional School District continued its collaboration with the Towns of Hamilton and Wenham 
through the Towns/School Budget Process Committee (T/S BPC). I believe that the successful passage 
of the FY 08 school budget for $24,625,610, which included a Proposition 2 ½ Override for $494,938, 
was due to the commitment made by the towns and the school district to develop our budgets with more 
collaboration that produced a consensus-driven result. Even with this level of commitment from the 
towns, the School District could not maintain “level services” for FY 08.  The FY 08 budget represented 
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a “reduced services” budget of $24,625,610 which was offset by state revenues totaling $3,370,393 
dollars. As many know, the Chapter 70 state funding was decreased for the 8th consecutive year. In FY 
01, the District received 19% of its budget from Chapter 70; in FY 08 the District received only 13% of 
its funding from Chapter 70 state aid. The School Committee continues to work hard with our legislators 
to change this formula to relieve the burden of the taxpayers. 
 
Specifically, the FY 08 override funds provided three elementary teachers to avoid redistricting, one full 
time integrated arts teacher which maintained the FY 07 class size in art, music, physical education, 
technology education, life skills & Spanish and three high school teachers which enabled the high school 
to retain twenty academic sections ensuring that the majority of students are fully scheduled. 
 
The FY 08 budget did not maintain funding for athletic and extracurricular fees; the District will 
implement a 100% user fee policy in September 2007. Given that the District lost 10.5 teaching and 
support positions in the FY 08 budget, citizen support in the two communities for our school district’s 
situation grew amongst concerned citizens. Sarah Gaylord, Amy Landon, and Nancy Peterson 
spearheaded a community fundraising group, Support Our Schools (SOS). In four short weeks the SOS 
group raised $257,452 in private funding for the schools. The positions the District restored with the 
private funds included: two elementary teachers and teaching assistants and an eighth grade social 
studies teacher. Additionally, there were earmarked funds for the high school science department and 
Winthrop School. The balance of the funds was allocated to procuring much needed technology for high 
school classroom learning. These positions are funded for the 2007-2008 school year only; they are not 
included in the current FY 08 operating budget. The losses we suffered as a District seriously impacted 
the educational programs for our students. 

 
Additionally, the FY 08 budget, even with the school override, did not contain any funding to address 
our strategic plan. The Strategic Plan was developed by community and school members based upon 
input from nearly 300 community and school people who participated in the various focus groups. The 
central purpose of the Strategic Plan is to restore, rebuild, and advance the curricular programs, services, 
and operations that are essential for our students today. If we had followed our strategic plan, we would 
have restored 10 positions in the academics and the arts totaling nearly $500,000. The strategic plan is 
not excessive; it is what our students need. 
 
While this budget balanced the education needs of students with economic realities, the FY 08 budget, 
once again, did not have the full support of our constituents. We had many constituents who believed the 
budget should have been higher so we could maintain a greater number of our academic programs. We 
also had just as many constituents who believed the budget should have been lower so as to ease the tax 
burden.  We believed this budget was a fair, middle-of-the-road budget that had compromises on all 
sides.  
 
At the June 6, 2007 School Committee meeting, the District bid farewell to three teachers and two 
principals at the fifth annual “We Honor You” reception. Honored retirees included: Ruth Herrick (34 
years) Mary Mendonca (20 years), Steve Ottaviani (6 years), Martha Cesarz (13 years) Winthrop School 
Principal and Jan DeSantis (22 years) Miles River Middle School Principal.  
 
No report of this kind would be complete without taking the opportunity to thank the many people who 
supported our schools this past year. On behalf of the students, faculty, administration, and School 
Committee, I thank the Friends of Pre-School, Buker, Cutler, Winthrop, Miles River, and High Schools, 
Special Education Parent Advisory Board, HW Education Fund, HW Rotary Club, HWRHS Sports and 
Activities Alliance, Support our Schools, Pro Musica II, and the many generous parents and community 
members who contributed time and money to support our schools.  
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I am also grateful to our faculty, staff, principals, assistant principals, and the District Leadership Team 
for their devotion to the children and youth of Hamilton and Wenham.  Finally, we are most appreciative 
to the townspeople of Hamilton and Wenham and the Hamilton and Wenham Boards of Selectmen and 
Finance Committees who have seen us through difficult times and who continue to support our efforts to 
make the Hamilton-Wenham Schools the very best they can be. The FY 08 Budget Process personified 
the values of cooperation and collaboration that embody our communities. As your Superintendent, I 
thank each and every community member for their support of our students.  
 
In closing, our initiatives continue to advance the coherence and quality of our educational program. 
There are many goals yet to realize which are dependent upon high levels of budget funding. Our 
professional staff must have the resources if we are to continue to be competitive with similar school 
districts in developing, providing, and maintaining a high quality educational program for our students 
in the Hamilton-Wenham Regional Schools.  
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DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT SERVICES 
Allison Brown Collins, Director  

 
The Student Services Department of the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District provides a wide 
range of programs for students with disabilities, ages 3 to 22.  During the 2006-2007 school year, 342 
students in the District (15.6% of the general school population) were identified as needing Special 
Education services.  Special Education is a required program for all school districts under both federal 
law (Individuals with Disabilities Act – IDEA) and state law (Chapter 766).  Eligibility for Special 
Education services is based upon the presence of a diagnosed disability, the inability to make effective 
progress in the general curriculum due to the disability, and the need for specially designed instruction 
or related services. A team of teachers, parents and other professionals collaborates in making eligibility 
determinations for each student.  Evaluation Teams, composed of trained professionals including school 
psychologists, special education teachers, speech and language pathologists, occupational and physical 
therapists, and other specialists utilize a full battery of diagnostic instruments to assess the individual 
needs of the students.  
 
The Integrated Preschool serves students from ages 3 to 5.  Teachers, teaching assistants, monitors, and 
therapists work collaboratively to deliver services via an integrated model.  In this setting, preschoolers 
learn and play together with their non-disabled peers.  As students with disabilities reach school age, this 
inclusive and integrated model continues with most Special Education students receiving services within 
the general education classroom.  Professional special educators, trained paraprofessionals, and 
therapists support our classroom teachers in meeting the needs of students with learning disabilities, 
health and sensory disabilities, communication disorders, neurological impairments, cognitive deficits, 
and emotional and behavioral difficulties.  The Academic Opportunities and ASPIRE programs serve 
our most disabled students and include academics and life skill instruction both in the school and in the 
community.  A Language Based Program at the middle school provides specialized instruction and 
curricula for students with language based learning issues. At the high school level, the STAY program 
offers a therapeutic educational setting for students at-risk of school failure due to emotional, learning, 
and behavioral issues. 
 
The Special Education Department is evaluated annually on a three-year rotation between elementary, 
middle school and high school programs.  These evaluations are required by law of all public schools as 
a means of ensuring quality programs for students with disabilities.  In addition, the Department of 
Education conducts a full Coordinated Program Review every six years, with a mid-cycle review during 
one of the years in between. The Coordinated Program Review for Hamilton-Wenham was conducted 
during October 2006 and included a review of numerous student records, tours of each building and 
special education facilities, parent surveys and interviews, and staff and administrative interviews.   
 
The Department is proud of its record of service within the District and recognizes that the high quality 
teaching practices of classroom teachers and the strong District Curriculum have established the climate 
of educational excellence that allows students with disabilities to succeed. The support of the School 
Committee, the Superintendent, School Administrators, families and townspeople has been essential in 
meeting the needs of all learners in the District. 
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DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
Dr. Maryellen Duffy, Director 

 
The Director of Curriculum and Instruction for the Hamilton- Wenham Regional School District continues to 
work with the Leadership Team and the staff to focus the district‘s curriculum and professional development 
work around the district’s goals and strategic plan 
 
Currently, curriculum and instruction task forces are established in all content areas and Technology. The task 
force committees continue to work on refining curriculum guides, developing curriculum maps and establishing 
benchmark assessments. The Curriculum and Professional Development Committee continues to oversee the task 
force committees, plan the curriculum articulation days, and related professional development. 
 
The Curriculum Office and the Technology Committee oversee the implementation of the five year technology 
plan, a framework for defining a direction for educators, determining needs in our schools, and outlining goals for 
our students in the area of technology.  A revised Acceptable Use Policy was developed by the Technology 
Committee and adopted by the school committee in 2006. 
 
The Curriculum Office supervises the programming for our 13 English Language Learner students and the 61 
students who qualify for Section 504 Individual Accommodation Plans. The Curriculum Office is also responsible 
for reviewing and approving Home Education Plans for 27 students from 15 families residing in Hamilton and 
Wenham. 
 
Fortunately, state and federal grants have allowed us to continue offering quality professional development to our 
teachers. The grant funded staff development opportunities have included technology integration, the Responsive 
Classroom, Universal Design for Learning, Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies, and the Collaborative 
Project for Mathematics, Science, and Interdisciplinary Education. The Beginning Teacher Orientation, Induction 
and Mentoring Program and the curriculum coach positions have also been funded through grants. In addition, 
staff members are involved in 51 special project professional development opportunities during the early release 
Wednesday time period. 
 
During 2006-2007 the HWRSD was awarded 8 state grants, 2 federal competitive grants and 4 private 
competitive grants totaling $318,244. The grants were targeted for MCAS remediation, professional development, 
curriculum support and development, physical and health education, mental health services, and prevention 
programs. Staff also participated in grant supported professional development programs for science, mathematics, 
engineering and technology in collaboration with Salem State College and the University of Massachusetts, 
Lowell. 
 
MCAS scores reveal that Hamilton-Wenham student scores are above the state average in all five subject areas 
tested: reading, English/language arts, mathematics, science/engineering, and technology. Our school district is 
doing particularly well in the areas of reading (96% passing at grade 3), English (average of 98% passing at 
grades 4, 5, 6, 7, 8  and 10), mathematics (average 95% passing at grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10) and science (97% 
passing at grades 5 and 8). 
  
The HWRSD recognizes that student achievement, curriculum and professional development are interrelated and 
will continue to pursue and secure opportunities to support these connections. 
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BESSIE BUKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Brian F. O’Donoghue, Principal 

 
The Buker School had an enrollment of 228 students in grades K-5 during the 2006-2007 school year.  It 
was a busy and productive year for our students and the entire school community. 
 
The year marked the departure of the integrated preschool classroom from the Buker School.  The 
addition of our full day kindergarten program required classroom space that impacted our library and 
student services classroom in the previous year.  The demand for adequate space for our library and 
student services needs prompted the decision to house the integrated preschool program at the Winthrop 
School.  As a result, both the Buker library and student services classroom were restored this year and 
the services necessary for the integrated preschool were efficiently scheduled in one location. 
 
In an effort to increase instructional time for students in our part-time kindergarten program, the 
decision was made to change the existing 2 ½ day model to a 5 half day program at each of the 
elementary schools.  This change was well received by the community and we look forward to its 
implementation during the 2007-2008 school year. 
 
The 2006-2007 school year resulted in few staff changes. Tim Buckley joined the Buker staff as the 
integrated media specialist and Erinn Gilmore joined our student services team as a part-time special 
education teacher. 
 
Raising student achievement in writing was the focus of our professional development program.   
Elementary teachers across the district met during the year to review student work and discuss what 
constitutes high quality writing.  Within the school, we identified the need to support our students with 
their written responses to reading prompts.  We will continue to work on improving student writing 
during the 2007-2008 school year. 
 
In an effort to strengthen the home to school connection, Buker teachers Gail Lamothe, Patti Miller, 
Nichole Miller, Laurie Mohan, and Kathy O’Shea developed and presented a Family Literacy Night that 
provided valuable information about how to support literacy development at home. 
 
The Friends of Buker continued to provide cultural and academic opportunities for our students.  They 
funded three authors to work with students on writing. The Dancers Courageous program and the 
Tanglewood Marionettes returned to support the developing creativity in our students.  Through 
generous funding, the Friends and the Hamilton Wenham Edfund supported the purchase of two 
Smartboards for our classrooms. 
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CUTLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Jennifer E. Clifford, Principal 

 
There were 323 students enrolled in grades K-5 at Cutler School in 2006-07.  This number included 
seventeen classes.  It was an invigorating and productive year for our school community. The dedicated 
staff, families, and students of Cutler supported Principal Jennifer Clifford during her first year.  
 
New faculty members included the appointment of former third grade teacher Pam Larchez to the 
position of integrated-media specialist. The new integrated library and technology program was a 
significant focus this year in the building. Both the library and technology lab were transformed into 
inviting and up-to-date learning spaces for students of all ages. Other staff changes included the 
appointment of Caitlin Bird as our new PM Kindergarten teacher, Nancy Duffy as our new third grade 
teacher, Melissa Graham as our new fifth grade teacher, and Erinn Gilmore as a new part-time special 
education liaison. 
 
Professional development initiatives in 2007 included the continuation of a literacy focus. Elementary 
teachers met throughout the year to review student work and to develop shared expectations. Elementary 
curriculum committees also convened monthly to further the outlining of grade level benchmarks in 
language arts, math, and social studies.  
 
A Cutler School Technology Team was established to ensure alignment with the District’s Five Year 
Technology Plan. Representatives established the needs of the building, while drafting goals and 
priorities for future technology use at every grade level. This team provided leadership and shared 
decision making as we explored the current use of technology in the building. 
 
The Cutler School Council conducted a needs-assessment this year, identifying the need for more 
efficient communication between home and school. The Council has drafted a goal to address this 
deficit, and will present the School Improvement Plan to the School Committee in the fall of 2007. 
 
The Friends of Cutler continued to provide extensive support to our school.  The Friends purchased 
twelve new computers and a Smartboard, and made safety updates to repair existing playground 
structures. We continue to benefit from community-building events coordinated by the Friends. Cutler 
School also benefited from the generosity of the Hamilton-Wenham Education Fund, which will bring 
differentiated instruction resources to each elementary school next year. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Cutler School and our children.   
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WINTHROP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Martha D. Cesarz, Principal 

 
There were 344 children enrolled at the Winthrop School during the 2006-2007 school year.  We 
continue to meet the needs of all children by creating specialized instructional programs at the Winthrop 
School.  During the 2006-2007 school year, we implemented a new program for special needs primary 
grade students. 
 
In the spring, Winthrop students visited the Peabody-Essex Museum to view the Joseph Cornell exhibit.   
After learning about his unusual art form of collage and box art, students created their own “reflection 
boxes” which were on display for the public.   Students collected objects that represented something 
learned or experienced in school and displayed them in various size boxes.  Not only did the children 
love presenting their boxes but they truly enjoyed seeing what everyone remembered about the school 
year.  The children were particularly eager to see the teacher-made boxes and learn about their interests, 
hobbies, and memories.   Students will remember the artist, Joseph Cornell, but even more, they will 
remember what they learned this year at school. 
 
The outdoor learning and play area, River Run, has become a favorite spot for students and teachers. 
Chris Woodin, a Winthrop parent and well-known math instructional expert, presented a workshop for 
teachers in which he explained teaching math in an outside environment.  Parents volunteered to provide 
extra supervision at recess times so children could explore the human size bird nest, the tree house, the 
vegetable and flower gardens, as well as the newly installed sundial.  The Winthop School community 
thanks Ms. Susan Tomases who tirelessly worked on River Run until its completion.  We also thank the 
many community volunteers and businesses who donated time and materials to make River Run a 
reality.    
 
During the summer, as materials and supplies arrived, several maintenance projects were completed.  In 
the ongoing effort to replace old carpeting throughout the building, we replaced another classroom 
carpet with tile flooring.  We also replaced the carpet in the library that had become a safety problem 
because of torn and worn spots.   The final stage of the fire alarm system replacement was completed.   
 
Families greeted the new principal of Winthrop School in August 2007.  Ms. Carrie Vaich succeeded 
Mrs. Martha Cesarz who retired in July.  Prior to her appointment as Principal, Ms. Vaich was the 
assistant principal at the Round Elementary School in Newbury, MA.  During the spring and summer, 
Ms. Vaich spent many hours with Mrs. Cesarz learning about the school and communities of Hamilton 
and Wenham.   Ms. Vaich worked closely with staff, parents, and guardians, to learn the many school 
traditions and maintain the high standards for academics and behavior at the Winthrop School. 
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MILES RIVER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Janice C. DeSantis, Principal 

 
The 2006–2007 school year was very positive and stable for the Miles River Middle School.  There were 
507 students enrolled at the middle school which was similar to the previous school year. Although our 
dearly loved Art teacher, Charles Allen retired, we were able to retain our teaching staff for the second 
consecutive year. 
 
Ruth Herrick, Grade 6 Math teacher, Mary Mendonca, Grade 6, and Steve Ottaviani, Grade 8 Algebra 
teacher, all dedicated middle school educators, retired in June 2007. Each of them provided our students 
with rich and meaningful learning experiences and were respected by their colleagues for their 
contributions to children and to the District. 
 
There were two major technology improvements made to the middle school thanks to the Friends of 
Miles River and the Hamilton-Wenham Ed Fund.  The Friends provided Miles River with twenty-four 
new computers and four Smart Boards. The Ed Fund also provided grant funds for two additional Smart 
Boards. These improvements significantly enhanced the instructional practices and resources for both 
teachers and students.  Technology needs will continue for the middle school since they are the essential 
tools for learning and communication for today’s students. 
 
Curriculum development and implementation continued.  As part of our multi-year Social Studies plan, 
our popular Civics course was reinstated at the eighth grade level.  The English Language Arts program 
continued its implementation of the “Six Traits” writing program to support the writing process 
program.  Many students in grades 6-8 participated in an extended day mathematics independent inquiry 
program. Our Science teachers began a curriculum review process to align instruction with the 
Massachusetts Frameworks. 
 
Our students performed well in many ways.  For 2006-2007, our students met the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) standards set by No Child Left Behind for all student subgroups.  The New England 
Math League ranked our students in first place in Essex County.  In the fall competition, our College 
Bowl team ranked first in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and fifty-eighth in the world.  
 
Families greeted the new principal of Miles River Middle School in July 2007.  Mr. Matthew J. Fox 
succeeded Ms. Jan DeSantis who retired in June after serving as principal for 18 years.  Prior to his 
appointment as Principal, Mr. Fox was the principal of Georgetown’s Penn Brook Elementary School 
and assistant principal at the Georgetown Middle/High School.  During the spring and summer, Mr. Fox 
spent time with Ms. DeSantis and Dr. Reynolds learning about the school and communities of Hamilton 
and Wenham, the many school traditions and the school’s commitment to high standards for academics 
and behavior. 
 
The Miles River Middle School community thanks the citizens of Hamilton and Wenham, the Friends of 
Miles River, the Hamilton Wenham Ed Fund, Pro Musica, and the many volunteers for their continued 
support and commitment to provide our children with an excellent education. 
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HAMILTON-WENHAM REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
Robert M. Krol, Principal 

 
I wish to thank the quality educators serving the families of Hamilton-Wenham. They provided our 
students with a rich and meaningful learning experience. Our faculty also dedicated themselves to the 
work of preparing for two site visits in the fall of 2006; one from the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC) followed by the Department of Education Coordinated Review.  
 
Our students continue to excel in their daily academic endeavors, and in national and state testing. Our 
students’ performance on the Scholastic Aptitude Testing, Advanced Placement, and MCAS are well 
above national and state averages. 84% of the graduating class continued their education at 4-year 
colleges, with an additional 8% continuing at two-year and post secondary schools. We are also proud of 
our students serving in the military and those starting their careers in the workforce.   
 
Students continue to be active in co-curricular activities with well over 170 students taking part in the 
annual science and history fairs and representing the high school in state, regional, and national 
competitions.  One of our students, Mihika Pradhan was named top prize winner and Massachusetts 
State Representative to the International Science Fair held in New Mexico. There, she won first place in 
her division. Over 350 students were involved throughout the year in various clubs and activities.  
    
Our art, music, and drama students continued to distinguish themselves. Several students won Boston 
Globe Key Awards, Drama Guild ensemble and individual awards at the One-Act Festival, and students 
were selected to District and All-State Band and Chorus.   
 
Our athletic teams competed successfully in all three seasons highlighted by an exciting Thanksgiving 
Day football game played in front of a huge crowd. The track on our main athletic field has been 
officially dedicated to Mr. Steve Sawyer for his many years of dedicated coaching. The participation 
rates in athletics included 310 students in fall sports, 310 students in the spring, and 270 students in the 
winter season.  
 
The support of our parent groups continues to be outstanding. The Friends of the High School, the 
various booster clubs, and the Sports and Activities Alliance enriched our students’ lives.    
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MILES RIVER MIDDLE SCHOOL  
GRADE EIGHT GRADUATES 

 
Connor Adamik 
Cailee Anastas 
John Andre 
Elizabeth Astulfi 
Kyle Bache 
Rebecca Balk 
Paul Bateman 
Christina Belezos 
Nicole Benner 
Samuel Berry 
Michael Beyer 
James Brao 
Charles Brennick 
Sophia Brockenbrough 
Lillian Brotchie 
Brendan Brown 
Bridget Brown 
Zachary Brown 
Samantha Bucco 
Hannah Buckler 
Tristan Burke 
Alton Bynum, III 
Danielle Carp 
Nicholas Celata 
William Charette 
Hannah Chmura 
Benjamin Clemenzi 
Robert Clough 
Spencer Collins 
Anders Corey 
Chelsea Curran 
Julia Curran 
Robert Curran 
Joseph Currie 
Molly Curtis 
Samantha Davekos 
Julianne Davis 
Stephen Decatur, III 
Emma Dickey 

Colton Dodge 
Zack Dolan 
Kelsey Domoracki 
Katherine Donellan 
Rachael Drougas 
Joanna Durgin 
Olivia Durgin 
Nicholas Falasca 
Connor Finley 
Katherine Flores 
Glorie Frackleton 
Anne Frederiksen 
Remy Frisch 
Minot Frye, Jr. 
Ryan Gallagher 
Carey Gallant 
Alexander Ganey 
Cameron Gauthier 
Michael Gianelli 
Scott Goodrich 
Logan Goodwin 
Christine Grayton 
William Gribbell 
Ryan Hale 
Cara Hamilton 
Christopher Hamilton 
Amelia Hammerl 
Katharine Heffernan 
Patrick Hendrickson 
Avery Hennigar 
Molly Herlihy 
Matthew Herrick 
Samantha Hill 
Victoria Horton 
Yin Ran (Jack) Huang 
Mackenzie Johnson 
Laurel Joly  
Ashley Kang 
Julie Karpp 

Natalie Kassirer 
Meghan Kausel 
Claire Kawski 
Jared Kefalas 
Donald Keith, III 
James Ketcham 
Tayler Kimball 
Jordan Kimkaran 
Kevin King 
Emily Klobucher 
Nathan Ko 
Richard Kong 
Jessica Kotch 
Daniel Kvistad 
Marissa Lampe 
Alison Lanois 
Jonathan Lebel 
Gregory Lidrbauch 
Peter Liquori 
Mimi Lounsbury 
James Love 
Conor Lyons 
Jason Mackey 
Antonio Maggiacomo 
Carter Makin 
Annalise Manning 
Calvin Martel  
Robert McLane 
Hannah Millimet 
Mark Millimet 
Brendan Minot 
Margaret Morley 
Emma Needham 
Hannah Newth 
Brendan O’Donnell 
Timothy O’Leary 
Tyler Parady 
Shayne Pavenski 
Nicholas Peckham 

Jackson Petri 
Mark Petrou 
Bai Hua (Tania) Piao 
Molly Piper 
Kendrick Poulin 
John Prince 
Amelia Reardon 
Eleanore Rodgers 
Joshua Rosenberg 
Elizabeth Roth 
Alix Rowen 
Emma Sandler 
Andrea Sargent 
Jacob Shaktman 
Heather Spearing 
Claire Stehfest 
Alma Tambone 
Linsey Tambone 
Ashley Thibeault 
Daniel Trefrey 
Sean Turpin 
Kathleen Vanni 
Juana Vargas 
John Vivian 
Dominick Vogus 
Christopher von Staats 
Megan Walsh 
William Whalen, Jr. 
Natalie White 
Pendleton White 
Courtney Wilson 
Maya Wilson 
Jun Hyung (Joshua) Woo 
Elizabeth Woodbury 
Christopher Young 
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HAMILTON-WENHAM REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL  
2007 GRADUATES 

 
Benjamin William Ahearn 
Jennifer Ashley Andrake  
Ryan Michael Anthony 
Christina Grace Asadorian 
Allison Nicole Ashley  
Lyndsay Marie Atherton  
Romeu Goncalves Azevedo  
Matthew Baker Ball  
Brittany Lee Barrett  
Elizabeth Anne Barth  
Sophie Leigh Bellenis  
Jennifer Elizabeth Benner  
Rason Roberto Benton  
Brian Daniel Bishop  
Alyssa Abigail Blanchette 
Chauntel Lee Bongiorno  
Matthew Joseph Bonventre  
Amanda Reed Brown 
Ryan James Buckley  
Christie Regina Butler  
Michelle Marie Bynum  
John William Carey  
Grainne Honora Carlin  
Cristina Chinnin Rey  
Russell Gustav Chisholm  
Greg Allan Cohan  
Nathaniel Jennings Conant  
Ashley Megan Corbin  
Samuel Walter Crossan  
Meredith Anne Crown  
Samantha Marie Curr 
Joseph Vincent Curran  
Andrew John Curran 
Elliot Edgell Davis 
Rachel Marion Day 
Pamela Macy Decatur  
Samuel Wilson DeHority  
Rebecca Leah Der 
Danielle Rose DeSantis  
Taylor Michelle Doherty  
Teagan Andrew Dolan  
Kyley Lynn Dolan 
Jessica Stowell Doonan  
Michael James Drinkwater  
Colleen Frances Driscoll  
Lillian Rose Driscoll  
Charles Mark Duval, Jr.  
Domenico Umberto Eramo  
Jamie Basset Erdman  
Anna Ellen Tebbutt Evetts  
Jessica June Figurido  
Heather Ann Fontaine  
Jennifer Patricia Galvin  
Donald Patrick Ganey, Jr.  
Andrew John Gansenberg  
Gregg Pierce Gentleman  
Emily Elizabeth Greeke  
Jennifer Louise Gwynne  
Caroline Ashley Ham 
Emily Teresa Hanson 

Olivia Anne Harkness 
Michael Vincent Harris  
Jesse Oliver Henderson  
Suzanne Marie Henkels  
Margot Rantoul Hinchey  
Melissa Mae Hines 
Alexander Louis Hoffman  
Samuel Max Houston 
Kevin Michael Howard 
Meryl Ann Hulse 
Alexander Arthur Ingemi  
Arthur George Jackson  
Colin Lowery Jermain  
Abigail Katherine Johnson  
Taylor Robert Jones  
Kayla Mary Alice Jones  
Kelsey Lucile Keith 
Devin Daniel Keller 
Grace Francesca Kerr  
Samuel Beck Kielty 
Danielle Annette Kiely  
Alexandra Grace Kilburn  
David Aaron King  
Samantha Joy Kinsman  
Leigh Rose Kroeker 
Elyse Patricia Lampe  
Michael Patrick Landry  
Solange Andrea Lara 
David Gould Lear 
Stephen Patrick Leavitt  
Hannah Jacqueline Lebel  
Keith Edward Dorman LeDuc 
Charlotte Emily LeTourneau  
Matthew Robert Levy  
Benjamin Jeffrey Lithgow  
Kelley Elizabeth Littlefield  
Samuel Timothy Luddy  
Mary Harding Lyons  
Katherine Ann Lyons  
Jefferson Jared MacDonald  
Lisa Quinn MacGregor  
Jamie Lee Malatzky 
William Andrew Marques  
Michelle Renee Martin 
John Daniel Matook 
Ryan Walter McGlynn 
Dale Brittannie McGrath  
Katie Michelle McKenna  
Alexa Karen McNally  
William Francis McNamara  
Michael Grey Melanson  
Jenna Elise Miedzionoski  
Sara Ann Millimet 
Roseannah Elizabeth Mills Grassin 
Giles Cole Moffett 
Kellyann Rose Moniz 
Lauren Anne Morse 
Roger Conant Moulton, III  
Dylan Edward Murphy  
Isaac Shiho Nam 

Stephanie Louise Naugler  
Leigh Catherine Nawoichik 
Margaret Emily O'Neill 
Gregory Michael Osborne, Jr.  
Brittany Marie Parr 
Shay Ryan Parsons 
Rebecca Charlet Payne 
Sophia Mann Plitt 
Christina Jo-An Pohas 
Charlotte Jane Press 
Chelsea Elizabeth Putur 
Zachary Edson Ray 
Vanessa Adriane Richards 
James Lyman Ricker 
Catherine Michelle Robinson  
William Ernest Rosser 
William Robert Safrin 
Edward Sten  
Robert Sandell  
Margaret Hesse Sanders  
Charlotte Ann Sandler 
Daniel Van Dam Sargent 
Abigail Zerrenner Sawyer 
John Diamond Scarpa 
Arielle Ana Scoglio 
Jeffrey Thomas Scuteri, Jr.  
Benjamin Jacob Seidman 
Sheila Kelly Serafino 
Kevin Maloney Serafino 
Laura Kaye Shaktman 
Shiv Dutt Sharma 
Joanna Sierks Smith 
Perry Virginia Smith 
Nicholas Arthur Smith 
Timothy Alan Snow 
Sarah Brittany Spearing 
Kathleen Frances Splaine  
Douglas George Stone 
Connor Tucker Sullivan 
Jenna Beverly Swartz 
Matthew Parker Sweeney  
Michael Adam Teal 
Daron Meryl Thayer 
Rachel PhuongAnh TonThat 
John Patrick Townsend 
Amy Elizabeth Truschel 
Myriah Theresa Tucker 
James Thomas Turner, III 
Ariel Sterling Twomey 
Joseph Aidan McDermott Vanni  
John Volker 
Abigail Laura Walker 
Jeffrey Alan Walsh 
Erin Melissa Watkins  
Stephanie Rose Weaver 
Ian Roger Whear 
Deidre Ann Winrow 
Byron Campbell Wiswell 
Julie Lyn Woods 
Thomas Erik Zagorski 
Daniel Ryan Zisson 
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SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
 
All devices used to weigh or measure for commerce in the Town of Hamilton have been tested and 
sealed in accordance with state regulations.  The Treasurer/Collector received all fees collected. 
 

Business Device Revenue
Connolly Scales $30
CVS Scales $40
Crosby Marketplace Scales $220
  $70
G & M Motors Gasoline Pumps $280
Hamilton Convenience Store Gasoline Pumps $240
Hungry Fox Scales $10
Meadowbrook Farms Scales $20
Oliver Gulf Gasoline Pumps $240
Welsh & Lamson Fuel Oil Trucks, Rack Test and 

Diesel Oil Dispensers 
$160

 
 
Robert D. Rose, Sealer 
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TOWN CLERK 
 

The Town Clerk’s Office serves as a general information center to the public, including the posting of 
all board meetings according to the Open Meeting Law.  Numerous requests for information from our 
residents are processed by the Clerk’s Office including, certified copies of vital records, general 
information about the Town and its activities, genealogical information, business and legal decisions 
made by Town boards.  
 
This office is responsible for local and state elections, recording and certification of all official actions 
from town meetings, census maintenance, voter registration, maintenance and issuance of vital records.  
We process and issue various licenses including dog, fishing, hunting, sporting and marriage licenses, 
raffle permits and business certificates throughout the year. 
 
I would like to thank Administrative Assistant Christine Larcom for her dedication and effort in 
performing the many and varied duties which make it possible for this office to run smoothly.  Marissa 
Frerk has done an outstanding job with updates to the Hamilton Website keeping the residents well 
informed.  We are very fortunate to have dedicated senior volunteers who assist us with our special 
projects.  Edward Haraden, Aileen Bianco, Carol Kirby, Ruth Flumerflet, Betty Gray, Herb Ryan and 
Doris Cooper help stuffing census envelopes, indexing our maps and town meeting minutes, just to 
name a few projects.  We sincerely appreciate their efforts.        
 
                  2005 2006 2007 
  Marriage Licenses Issued    37   33     23 
 
  Births Recorded     89  92     97 
 
  Deaths Recorded     31  35     36 
 
Fish and Game Licenses Issued 
  Fishing Licenses       49 
  Hunting Licenses       27 
  Sporting Licenses       15 
  Trapping          2 
  Waterfowl Stamps       22 
  Archery Stamps       19 
  Primitive Firearms       20 
 
Dog Licenses Issued 
  Dog Total                                             1,120 
  Kennel s                   20 
   
Thank you to the Board of Health and Dr. Pett for organizing the Rabies Clinic at our town garage in the 
spring.  We extend a special thanks to our dedicated Dog Officer, Dyan Katz for her outstanding work 
and love of Hamilton’s furry friends. 
 
Elections and Registrations 
Board of Registrars -Mary Anne Burridge, Edward Seaver, Forrester “Tim” Clark and Jane M. Wetson, 
Clerk Officio. 
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The Annual Town Election was held at the Winthrop School and I sincerely thank the dedication and 
hard work of Greg Stevens, Paul Rigol, and Bob Timpani in setting up the elections, the Board of 
Registrars, the Election Officials, and the Hamilton Police for their support and professionalism.  I 
would also like to thank the custodians and kitchen staff at Winthrop School for helping our day to run 
smoothly and keeping us well fed.  
 
We had the privilege of using the new AUTOMARK Handicap Accessible Voting Machine at the 
Elections.  Several voters used this new machine and thought it to be very user friendly.  Dean Avellis 
was the first voter to use this machine.  He marked his ballot from a wheelchair and enjoyed the 
experience.  John Sanders, who is a blind resident, was able to vote by himself by listening to the ballot 
being read through ear phones and voting using a key pad.  He was very happy to be able to vote himself 
with the help of the new voting machine.          
 
Summary of Elections & Town Meeting for 2007 
May 7, 2007  Annual Town Meeting with 444 registered voters.  (Quorum of 150) 
   8% of the total 5,467 registered voters in attendance. 
May 8, 2007  Annual Town Meeting Adjourned session with 310 registered voters. 
   6% of the total 5,467 registered voters in attendance. 
May 17, 2007  Annual Town Election with 1,854 ballots cast. 
   34% of the total 5,467 registered voters. 
 
Attorney General approved Town By-law Quorum Requirements of the ATM to decrease the Quorum to 
75 on July 10, 2007. 
 
October 22, 2007 Special Town Meeting with 223 registered voters in attendance.   
   4% 223 of the total 5,542 registered voters in attendance.  
 
A report of all Town Meetings and Town Elections will be produced under separate cover. 
 
The annual census forms were mailed out, and again we are urging residents to complete and return as 
soon as possible.  Massachusetts State and Federal representation and funding depend on the population.  
Also, the listing of every resident and household is very important to our Police and Fire Departments 
for safety reasons. 
 
I thank you for all your support throughout the year and for allowing me to serve you.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane M. Wetson, CMMC 
Town Clerk 
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EASTERN ESSEX DISTRICT 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ SERVICES 

 
This department is charged under Chapter 115 Massachusetts General Laws with providing services to 
veterans, their survivors and dependents. Principal workload, under state law, includes the 
administration of aid to veterans and dependents. Communities fund this program, which is 
subsequently 75% reimbursed the following fiscal year by the Commonwealth. This is a need based 
program and the department is required to conduct periodic comprehensive review of the cases to insure 
no substantive facts have changed, while working with the veteran to identify alternative or long-term 
solutions to individual circumstances. During the calendar year, one Hamilton veteran was on this 
program. Under state law the department also assists qualified veterans to obtain bonuses, and qualified 
veterans, widows and parents to obtain state annuities, property tax abatements, and other benefits.  
 
The Veterans’ Services program also mandates extensive interaction within the federal community, 
principally with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. The Veterans’ Service Officer (VSO) assists 
veterans and their dependents in filing for pensions, service connected injury/illness compensation, 
dependency indemnity compensation for survivors, VA healthcare enrollment, insurance claims, 
decedent claims, and many other issues. Federal benefits, processed by this department are paid directly 
to those eligible to receive the assistance or entitlement. The VA sent approximately $600,000 to 
eligible recipients in Hamilton, of which the current staff is responsible for approximately $228,000 
dollars paid to or saved by those assisted in Hamilton.  
 
Additionally, the department interacts, within the federal community, to correct military records, obtain 
needed documentation and insure veterans/dependents receive awards and recognition to which entitled. 
The VSO provided information, advice or assistance to 48 of the town’s 428 identified veterans and 2 of 
the 96 identified veterans’ widows during 2007. We also provide support and information assistance for 
National Guard and Reserves called up for service in Iraq or Afghanistan and their families.  
 
The Director and the Assistant to the Director, Georgia Gadbois, advocate for veterans on issues at the 
local, state and federal level, interact with elected and appointed officials on issues, and work with local 
organizations in serving the community. We also assisted the Hamilton Korean War and Vietnam War 
Monument committees in developing their portion of the memorial.  
 
The Eastern Essex District is composed of the Towns of Essex, Georgetown, Hamilton, Ipswich, 
Rowley, West Newbury and Wenham.  A Board of Directors, consisting of one selectman (or designee) 
from each town maintains oversight. Mr. William Bowler is the Hamilton member of the Board of 
Directors. Ms. Cheryl Booth, Treasurer for the Town of Hamilton, is also the District Treasurer. 
 
 
Terrance P. Hart 
District Director 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals heard a total of Thirteen (13) petitions in 2007.  A summary of the 
Board’s actions are as noted below: 
 
(5) Petitions for Extension/Alteration of a Non-Conforming Use:   Granted with Conditions 
(2) Petitions for Site Plan Review:     Approved with Conditions 
(2) Petitions for Abbreviated Site Plan Review:   Approved with Conditions 
(1) Petition for Special Permit for an Accessory Apartment:  Granted  
(2) Petitions for Special Permit for an Accessory Apartment: Withdrawn without Prejudice 
(1) Petition for an Appeal of Decision of the Building Inspector: Decision of Inspector Upheld 
 
The Zoning Board of appeals also participated in the following items during the year: 
• The Zoning Board continued review of Massachusetts 40B Guidelines and legislation. 
• The Zoning Board continued review of 40B project currently under construction. 
• The Zoning Board reviewed and made recommendations to the Planning Board regarding proposed 

zoning by-law changes and additions. 
 
Submitted By ZBA Board Members: 
 

Beth Ganister, Chair 
Winifred Whitman 
David Sullivan 
Diane Meibaum, Alternate 
Susan Wiltshire, Alternate




