Implementation Plan

The Hamilton Master Plan promotes many techniques to
achieve Hamilton’s long-term planning goals. Some of the
plan’s recommendations are designed for immediate or near-
term implementation; others must occur later because they
require additional planning, public investments, or time to
build adequate local capacity. Throughout, the Master Plan is
integrated by the following principles:

Agriculture and Open Space. Hamilton wants to retain the
presence of farming, equitation and large, contiguous
open space areas, for all of their attendant public and
private benefits: protected land and water resources,
wildlife corridors, scenic beauty, and heritage. Meeting
these goals requires a better toolbox for regulating
development and financial resources to purchase land for
open space and other public purposes.

A Community of Families. Hamilton will remain a small
suburb attractive to families. Residents value the town’s
historic preference for single-family residential
development. Many people move to Hamilton because it
offers so many amenities for children: a well-respected
suburban school system, outdoor recreation areas, safe
neighborhoods and a pleasant place to live. Land use
alternatives must, by design, complement and respect this
tradition.

Economic and Fiscal Management. Maximizing the value
of commercial property and reducing the rate of growth in
residential service costs are essential to keeping Hamilton
a place that provides excellent schools, public safety and
public works services without losing its traditional mix of
people. These outcomes require a controlled mix of land
uses, variable density, and targeted public investment.

Feasibility. Hamilton needs to focus on attainable actions,
considering local capacity and demands placed on the
town’s financial and human resources. Over time, the
town will need to build its capacity to manage growth and
change by providing local officials with the information
and staff support they need to make the best possible choices for Hamilton's future.
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