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Town of Hamilton 
Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of October 22, 2025 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for October 22, 2025 at 7PM via 
Zoom. This meeting was recorded.  
Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items 
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair & the Members  
Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: V. Cookson, N.Baker, 
S.Codding. Not present: D.Kelly, J.Foster. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others present as noted in the 
minutes.  
 
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:  
• Request for Determination of Applicability: Highland Street, Hamilton, MA. Applicant: Timothy Olson Project: 

Proposed construction of a public sidewalk 
Chair Baker opened the hearing and identified T.Olson submitted information including maps depicting where the wetlands 
are located. Chair Baker spoke about the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and that she has spent some time reviewing the law. 
She described the minor activities included in the law that do not require a notice of intent, but sidewalk work is not included. 
She believed a Notice of Intent (NOI) was required in this case, as the work is being done in a buffer zone. V.Cookson stated 
the Commission should look at the town bylaws and the Wetlands Protection Act to make them more consistent. S.Codding 
agreed an NOI needs to be submitted, given public safety is not a qualification for an exemption under the WPA. He 
recommended continuing the application and notifying the applicant that the Commission is leaning towards an NOI, but give 
him an opportunity to come to the next meeting and state his case.  
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to continue the hearing to the next meeting.  
 
ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS: 
• Potential violations/updates: B.Barstow reported there were no updates for this meeting. Chair Baker recently attended 
a workshop which included a discussion on the enforcement manual; she recommended everyone review it before the next 
meeting.  
 
• Minutes: September 10, 2025  
V.Cookson made a couple of formatting corrections to clarify the discussions. 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll to approve the minutes as revised. 
 
NEW/ OTHER BUISNESS: 
• Chebacco Watershed Presentation: The presenter, Dave Lash, requested to do the presentation at the November 

meeting.  
• Potential New Member Intro – none.  
• 7 Kinsman Invasives Removal – There was no representation present for t7 Kinsman. B.Barstow will contact them to 

remind them of the next meeting.  
• Draft Schedule for 2026 – V.Cookson noted there were two proposed meeting schedules from B.Barstow in the packet:  

to keep the meetings at twice a month as it is currently, and the other to move to meeting every three-weeks, which would 
result in 8 months of the year with only one meeting and four months with two meetings. V. Cookson pointed out it 
would make it difficult to adhere to the deadlines where the Commission is required to review applications within three 
weeks, and it would likely result in much longer meetings. She advocated for keeping the current schedule. S.Codding  
asked to defer the discussion until all members are present as it affects the entire Commission. V.Cookson also suggested 
considering meeting in person so the meetings could be broadcasted via HWCAM as they used to be, for the public.  
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• B.Barstow will attend the MACC (Massachusetts Associations of Conservation Commissioners) conference this weekend.  
• The next Conservation Commission meeting is currently scheduled for November 19, 2025. 

 
Adjournment – The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at approximately 7:47pm. 
 
Documents: 

1. RDA Highland Street 
1. Request for Determination of Applicability Form 
2. Sidewalk Improvements Aerial View 
3. Sidewalk Improvements Crossing 

2. September 10, 2025 Draft Minutes for Review/Approval 
3.   * Conservation Commission 2 Week Schedule Draft 

*Conservation Commission 3 Week Schedule Draft 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 11.1.25.  
The minutes were prepared from video. 

https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/RDA-Form_Highland-Street-Sidewalk-Improvements.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Highland-St-Sidewalk-Improvements-Aerial.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Highland-St-Sidewalk-Improvements-Crossing.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TOH-CC-9.10.25_dp.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/CC-2026-Meeting-Schedule-2-Wks-Draft.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/CC-2026-Meeting-Schedule-3rd-Wed-Draft-002.pdf

