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Town of Hamilton 
Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of October 8, 2025 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for October 8, 2025 at 7PM via 
Zoom and recorded. 
The Conservation Commission works with residents to comply with the State of Massachusetts Conservation Commission Act, the State of 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, & the Town of Hamilton non-zoning Conservation Bylaw. The Commission has 7 appointed seats  
for 3-year terms Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster; 2 open seats  
 
CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items 
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair & Members  
Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: V. Cookson, N.Baker, 
D.Kelly, J.Foster, S.Codding. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others present as noted in the minutes.  
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS: There were none 
 
ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS: 
• Bridge St – B.Barstow reported she received the Bridge St. applicant and attorney contact information and sent them an 

email with a recommendation for a meeting with the Town Manager, Planning Director, B.Barstow, and Commissioner 
Cookson, to discuss erosion controls. The Commission was asked to submit any questions they want answered to 
B.Barstow.   V.Cookson noted she talked to the Town Manager’s assistant a couple of months ago, and was told he 
intended to follow through with the fine, but was not clear on how much it would be. 

• Other Violations – There were none.  
 

New/Other Business: 
 HWHS Dark Sky Certification – The Commission received a copy of the Dark Sky certification for the athletic fields at 

the High School. Kyle Rowan of Gale Associates was present on behalf of the Hamilton Wenham Regional School 
District. Chair Baker referenced the letter from abutter Anne Gero about the lights and asked K.Rowan to respond to the 
issues as noted. K.Rowan explained the Dark Sky compliance requirement was issued by the Commission and Planning 
Board. The intention of Dark Sky is to minimize overall light pollution and its impacts on abutters, reduce trespass, 
manage high angle glare & glow effects, and minimize lumen densities, and reduce energy consumption. In the project 
design process, the plans are submitted to Dark Sky for approval. Each phase was then certified. 
The School District paid for a final assessment during which the lights were kept on one evening for the evaluation to take 
place over the course of several hours to assess lighting in the darkness. Chair Baker asked for more information as to 
where the Dark Sky assessment was done with respect to the abutters. K.Rowan will contact Dark Sky for more 
information.  
K.Rowan explained it was a difficult balance to light the fields for the safety of the athletes, while also making all efforts to 
minimize lighting trespass. The photometrics plan is identical to the plan submitted to the Planning Board and 
Commission during the planning process. He also quoted from the Order of Conditions for the project, which stipulates 
in condition #53 that “Lighting fixtures and light sources shall be Dark Sky certified or equivalent. Resource areas are to 
be shielded from light pollution. Those conditions shall survive issuance of the Certificate of Compliance.”  
Since Dark Sky compliance was achieved and certified, they believed the Dark Sky condition was met.  
Chair Baker observed the Commission has received a number of letters from the public, but the issues are outside the 
jurisdiction of the Commission.  
Abutter Anne Gero questioned the different shut off times off of the lights. K.Rowan referenced a schedule for the 
baseball field, and explained the lights need time to warm up when going on and cool down when shutting off. Craig 
Genualdo, the HWRSD Athletic Director also participated in the discussion on the lighting schedule. Every effort is made 
to manually shut the lights off when the fields are not being used, and he described being very attentive to shutting the 
lights off regardless of when that needs to happen and he would be happy to talk with interested parties about continuing 
to improve how the lighting is managed.  
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 Chebacco Watershed Presentation – There was none. 
 Potential New Member Intro – There was none, but it was noted there may be a person at the next meeting.  
 7 Kinsman Lane – Tree & invasives removal: Jane Kinozzi appeared on behalf of the owners, Susan & Jay Jostin. There 

are three Beech trees that are blighted and need to be removed; B.Barstow granted approval. They are also seeking 
approval to remove invasive buckthorn. A map of the property was referenced to show the location of the buckthorn, 
which was about a third of a mile where the work would be done; it will be done by hand, not machinery. Chair Baker was 
concerned about disposing of the removed buckthorn on the property, as it may get re-propagated. D.Kelly advocated for 
allowing the homeowner to proceed with the removal, and suggested covering the berries so that they are not eaten and 
redistributed by birds. V.Cookson advocated for more information on the buckthorn removal process before making a 
decision. The homeowners will return with more information.  

 The next Conservation Commission meeting is currently scheduled for October 22, 2025. 
 

Adjournment – The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at approximately 8:15pm. 
 
Documents: 

1. HWRSD Lighting Discussion 
1. HWRSD Athletic Lighting Usage Operations 
2. MUSCO Final Lighting Design 
3. MUSCO Usage Report to Date 
4. DarkSky OSL Phase II Certificate 
5. DarkSky Certificate Program 

2. Ann Theriault Application 
3. 7 Kinsman Lane Buckthorn Removal 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 10.15.25. The minutes were prepared from video. 

https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/HWRSD-Athletic-Lighitng-Usage-Operations.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MUSCO-Final-Lighting-Design.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MUSCO-Usage-Report-to-Date.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DarkSky-OSL-Phase-II-Certificate.pdf
https://darksky.org/what-we-do/darksky-approved/outdoor-sports-lighting/
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20251001132848822.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/JFF-Buckthorn-Removal-Map-9.5.25.pdf

