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Town of Hamilton
Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes of January 14, 2026

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for January 14, 2026 at 7PM via
Zoom. This meeting was recorded. Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members

Chair Nancy Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: N. Baker, V.
Cookson, J.Foster (arrived late), S.Codding. Not Present: D.Kelly. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent.
Others present as noted in the minutes.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS:

Request for a Certificate of Compliance: MassDEP #172-656, 31 Bradford Road, Hamilton, MA

Applicant: Richard and Karyl Hayes

Project: Septic System Installation

e Consultant Bill Manuell presented the project for a septic system replacement at 31 Bradford Road. The existing cesspits
were in the back of the property. The new leaching field was installed in the front yard between the house and the road. The
tank was pulled out more than 50 feet away from the wetlands. The only work closer than the 50 feet was filling in the two old
cesspits. The system was installed in the spring and the grounds are stable. They are now seeking a Certificate of Compliance.
B.Barstow conducted a site visit and agreed everything was in order.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimounsly by roll call to issue a Certificate of Compliance for the project at 31 Bradford Road.

ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS:

. Chair Baker explained she read the files on the Bridge St property provided by V.Cookson, and noted that there were
18 citations issued. However, none of the certificates sent via certified mail were ever collected, and some were sent to the
wrong address. The property owner claimed that he had not received all of the notices. She also explained that there was a
difficult email exchange between a former Commissioner and the police department, and the Commissioner was unhappy with
the police, who said that the owner was in compliance at that point. Chair Baker stated that the most important thing was that
violation was corrected, and believes there were a lot of lessons learned. The Commissioners discussed drafting a letter to the
owner of Bridge St to close the file and to lift the enforcement order, while including that there will be ongoing monitoring of
the property. S.Codding noted it is difficult with an all-volunteer Board to attempt to manage enforcement. He agreed with
lifting the order, although he is disappointed that the landowner is able to get away with the behavior. Chair Baker stated that
there was a useful training from the MACC regarding documentation of what is happening at a site, and she recommended
looking at the presentation.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to remove the enforcement order on 185 Bridge St for infractions incurred over the past
year. The property is now stable.

MINUTES - November 19, 2025 & December 17, 2025
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimonsty by roll call to approve the minutes of November 19, 2025 & December 17, 2025 as written.

New/Other Business:
>  Draft Schedule for 2026 and discussion — B.Barstow presented the revised schedule she worked on with the Planning

Director M.Connors. It is aligned with the Commission’s public hearing posting deadlines for the HW News legal notices.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the meeting schedule as presented.
» Chebacco Woods Reimbursement — There ate receipts for activities (trash bags, trail maps) of the Chebacco Woods

Land Management Committee, and there was discussion of how to handle the receipts. The bills can be sent for

processing; the Commissioners do not need to vote on them.
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» There was discussion of whether to cancel the next meeting in January as there are no applications pending. The
Commissioners agreed to meet if any urgent issues arise. Chair Baker believed there are a number of issues that the
Commissioners should discuss, including goals for the upcoming year, and she encouraged everyone to consider topics.
»  Chair Baker mentioned the Mass Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) meeting in February an encouraged
Commissioners to attend the annual meeting. The information will be circulated.

Adjournment — The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at approximately 7:55pm.

Documents:
e January 14, 2026 Conservation Commission Meeting Agenda
1. 31 Bradford Road Septic System Installation
1. Request for Certificate of Compliance
2. Site Plan
2. Meeting Minutes for Review/Approval
1. November 19, 2025
2. December 17, 2025
3. Draft Meeting Schedule for 2026
4. Chebacco Woods Reimbursement Information and Receipts

Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 1.17.26. The minutes were prepared from video.
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https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026_01_14_ConservationCommission-approved.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Request-for-C-of-C-scan-31-Bradford-Rd.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/As-Built-Plan.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TOH-CC-11.19.25_dp.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TOH-CC-12.17.25_dp.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ConCom-2026-Meeting-Schedule-Draft-updated-PDF.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Chebacco-Woods-Reimbursement-01.05.2026.pdf

