
WETLANDS ENFORCEMENT 
ORDER PROCEDURES –
MUNICIPAL EXAMPLES
Hamilton Conservation Commission



IPSWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION

 Contact: Mary Lester, 
Conservation Agent

 Ipswich Wetlands Protection 
Bylaw includes erosion and 
sediment control as protected 
interests



IPSWICH 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
1. “Friendly” Enforcement Order 
Initial Letter

- Used when a Certificate of 
Compliance is required but 
work still needs to be 
completed



IPSWICH 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
2. “Friendly” letter about possible 
violation

- Request that the violator attend 
the next ConCom meeting

- No response  Follow up with 
an Enforcement Order with 
Commissioners’ signatures



IPSWICH 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
3. Formal Wetland Enforcement 
Order with Fines

- Cover letter is sent weekly with 
tickets attached

- Ipswich Bylaw calls for $100 for 
Day 1, $200 for Day 2, $300 for 
Day 3 and every day after

- Tickets are sent out 7 days/week



IPSWICH 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
3a. Violation Ticket

- Ipswich uses the same tickets for 
both wetland and stormwater 
violations



IPSWICH 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
4. (Optional) Stormwater 
Enforcement Order with Fines

- Ipswich enforces “stormwater 
only” projects for projects within 
5,000 – 10,000 sq ft and 10,000+ 
sq ft

- This is for projects that are not 
near wetland but will impact 
stormwater (e.g. tree cutting)



BEVERLY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

 Contact: David Spidaliere, 
Conservation Administrator

 Beverly Wetlands Protection 
Regulations include additional 
resource areas as well as 
stormwater management 
provisions



BEVERLY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1. Initial letter

- Notify the property owner of the 
violation

- Clarify the terms 
- Appear before the ConCom

- Remediate activity

- Halt activity

- Develop restoration plan



BEVERLY 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
2. Violation Notice

- Send out if the violator fails to 
appear before the ConCom



BEVERLY 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
2a. Ticket

- Attach to violation notice

- Charge $100/day until 
restoration or remediation is 
completed



BEVERLY 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
3. Release of Enforcement Order

- Details each step of the 
enforcement process, including:

- Initial order

- Site visits

- Charges

- Communications
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