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Town of Hamilton
Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes of September 24, 2025

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, {§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk
delivered to all Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for
September 24, 2025 at 7PM via Zoom. This meeting was recorded. Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson,
Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The
following items shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members
Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: V. Cookson,
N.Baker, D.Kelly, J.Foster. Not present: S.Codding. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others
present as noted in the minutes.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS:

Continued Notice of Intent: MassDEP #172-0661, 45 Central Place, Hamilton, MA.

Applicant: Lorraine & Leo Kulhavy

Project: Proposed dining/den room extension & rebuild of an existing bathroom to an existing cottage.
Most of the proposed work is located within the 100-foot buffer zone.

L.Kulhavy explained the bathroom needed to be replaced because of rot, and the request included to expand the
footprint of house slightly. Mike DeRosa of DeRosa Environmental has been out to the property, and it was
believed everything was in order now. This project is within the 50 foot no build zone and therefore requires a
waiver. The report from M.DeRosa confirmed the prior wetland delineation and described the vegetation. D.Kelly
noted she was in favor of the plan to replace the cinderblock foundation at that portion of the house with pillars.
V.Cookson noted this is not an unusual variance, it is done where homeowners have very little space to work with.
Chair Baker stated the project affects the livability of the residence and she had no objection. She noted other
improvements would also be realized through the project, including adding vegetation after the construction is
done. She would like B.Barstow to inspect the erosion controls before construction begins.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to close the public hearing for 45 Central St with ].Foster abstaining.
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to issue an order of conditions for DEP file #172-0661 for 45 Central
Place, for extending the house and other work as proposed, including the removal of the brick walls and replacing with footings with
|.Foster abstaining.

Request for a Determination of Applicability, 73 Lake Shore Ave, Hamilton, MA.

Applicant: Dave Lash

Project: Emergency water-line repair work. Most of the proposed work is located within the 100-foot buffer
zone.

D.Lash explained they started to have standing water in the basement of the house, which was unusual, and traced it
to the main water line. As mold started to grow, they needed to do the repairs quickly. The repairs took about 24
hours, and were done on the north side of the house about 45 feet from Chebacco Lake. The water line rupture was
very near the house and the piping was plastic; this was replaced with copper. B.Barstow asked them to file an
RDA. She reported that everything looks good where the repairs were done. D.Kelly is an abutter and stated that
everything was done as quickly and efficiently as possible. The Commissioners agreed that this was an emergency
and needed to be done, and they were satistied with what was done.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimounsly by roll call to issue a negative determination under the bylaw and the Wetlands Protection
Act for 73 Lake Shore Ave, and noted their reasoning for not requesting a Notice of Intent is that what was presented is all that wonld
have been required by the Commission with D.Kelly abstaining as she is an abutter.
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ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS:

e Bridge St — B.Barstow reported she spoke to M.Connors about including more stormwater management in the rezoning
of the Seminary. She reported no progress has been made with the Town Manger regarding the violations. She will follow
up again with M.Connors.

o  Other Violations — there were none.

New/Other Business:

o HWHS Dark Sky Certification — The Commission received a copy of the dark sky certification for the athletic fields at
the HW Regional High School. D.Kelly requested confirmation the lighting system is being used appropriately. Kyle Rowan of
Gale Associates was not able to make it this meeting, but will attend the next meeting on October 8 to answer questions.
J.Foster reported that the facilities are open to the public at night, and he hoped the lights would be on, but these two things
need to be reconciled.

» Anne Gero, Bay Rd, abutter to the softball fields, observed the tennis courts are not intended for night use and do not
have lights. She noted there are lights on poles at the softball field that need to be off when the field is not in use, as
they are in close proximity to the resource area. She reported light management has improved since she wrote her
letter.

The discussion will continue on October 8 when Kyle Rowan is in attendance.

o Chebacco Watershed Presentation — there was none.
o Potential New Member Intro — there was none.

e DPW Director Tim Olson — T.Olson presented a potential new project to install a new sidewalk along Highland Ave from
Linden St to Lake Drive. There is funding earmarked from Representative Kristin Kassner for such work, which would be
within the public right-of-way and adjacent to wetland resource areas. There is a culvert and swale on Linden St. The plan is to
create continuity in the sidewalks for public safety purposes and safely connect this area to downtown and other areas. Proper
safeguards would be used to protect the wetlands during construction. He asked for guidance from the Commission if a
request for determination is sufficient before hiring a consultant and filing a Notice of Intent, as the process is expensive for
taxpayers. He would return with a full proposal for whichever pathway the Commission determines. There are currently no
sidewalks on Highland St. The Commissioners discussed the wetland resource area, and would like to have additional
information. The Commission asked that he file an RDA so that they can review the request in more detail.

e Planning Board Discussion —B.Barstow was asked by Mark Connors, Planning Director if they have comments on the
permit application regarding the potential 40B application for 133 Essex St. The Commissioners were unclear on what
feedback was wanted. V.Cookson described some of the history of the site & the prior applications, and described her
understanding of the developer’s plan for the septic system behind Meadowbrook Farm. B.Barstow will ask M.Connors for
clarification on what he is looking for from the Commission.

e Next Meeting: October 8, 2025.
Adjournment — The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at approximately 9:00pm.

Documents:
1. 45 Central Place
1. Notice of Intent Letter
NOI State Submission
Stamped Site Map
Building Plan
As Built of Septic
Asbury Grove Acceptance of Plan
Parties of Interest Certification Letter
Abutters List
Map of Asbury Grove
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https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/1-Notice-of-Intent-Letter-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2-NOI-State-Submission-corrected-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/3-Stamped-Site-Map-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/4-Building-Plan-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/5-As-Built-of-Septic-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/6-Asbury-Grove-Acceptance-of-Plan-1909604.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/7-37-46-38-45-Central-Pl-1909604-certification-letter-7-8-2025-1.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/8-37-46-38-45-Central-Pl-1909604-abutters-list-7-8-2025.pdf
https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/9-Map-of-Asbury-Grove-45-Central-1909604-with-corrections-of-location-1.jpg
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10. Proposed Location of Materials

2.) 73 Lake Shore Ave — Request for Determination of Applicability
1. RDA Application
2. Site Photos

Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 10.6.25. The minutes were prepared from video.
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https://hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/10-Proposed-location-of-materials-1909604.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/RDA-Form-73-Lake-Shore-Ave-20250830v1-2signed.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/73-lake-shore-ave-dave-lash-20250917.pdf

