Request for Determination of Applicability
Application

Wetlands Protection Act and Hamilton Wetlands By-law

187 Echo Cove Road
Hamilton

May 2026

| Wetlands & Land Management, Inc.
: PO Box 24
K Newton, NH 03858



Wetlands & L.and Management, Inc. PO Box 24

Newton, NH 03858
978-777-0004 Telephone

May 4, 2026

Bethany Barstow

Hamilton Conservation Commission
PO Box 429

Hamilton, MA 01936

RE: Request for Determination of Applicability Application
Map 60 Lot 18
187 Echo Cove Road

Dear Ms. Barstow and Conservation Commission Members:

This Request for Determination of Applicability application is for installation of a repair
septic system. The designer has presented a system that achieves a minimum of 56 feet
separation from the wetland to the leach field. All work occurs within the maintained
lawn area in the rear yard of the home. The applicant is seeking a negative determination
that the work can proceed without additional Notice of Intent permitting. Be advised that
at the time of this filing, the project has undergone an initial Board of Health review and
we expect final approval before the first Conservation Commission meeting.

The project site is located at 187 Echo Cove Road. The new system will replace the
existing substandard system. There is no expansion of use or increase in number of
bedrooms for the existing house, and the rate of flow will remain the same. Appropriate
erosion control is shown on the project plans and all proposed work avoids wetland
resource area alteration.

Wetland Resources at the Site
The wetlands were marked by Wetlands & Land Management, Inc. on April 16, 2026.

The wetlands are confined to a narrow topographic swale on the northern side of the lot
that collects surface water from other properties higher in the watershed. There is a catch
basin located in Echo Cove Road with a pipe extending back toward the wetlands. Any
excess surface water in the wetland apparently drains to this catch basin although I did
not see a pipe inlet on the ground surface.

The boundary is marked with blue flagging and numbered 1 through 14. The flag line
begins at flag 1 at the rear/ westerly property line. The line trends downhill towards the
road, then turns parallel to the road and returns upslope to the rear property at flag 14.
The wetlands continue off site.



Rare Species and Certified Vernal Pools

The MassMapper Natural Heritage data layer indicates the property is not within
estimated habitat of rare wetlands wildlife, nor is there Priority Habitat of threatened or
endangered species. There are no certified vernal pools on this property.

Proposed Work

The Request for Determination of Applicability application seeks a negative
determination for installation of a new septic system to service the existing residential
home. The system upgrade provides for replacement of the current sub-standard system
at the house. The designer shows the replacement system directly behind the house, in the
rear yard in the vicinity to the existing building sewer. This avoids costly interior re-
plumbing.

The system upgrade will feature a new septic tank which will then direct effluent to a
new leaching field. The new field is appropriately sized for the flow volume and soil
percolation rates.

The septic system construction involves pumping the existing septic tank and leaching
field chambers and abandoning the current leach field components in place — except if
they interfere with the new system design. In that case, any interfering piping, stone or
chambers would be excavated and removed from the site.

The leaching field is constructed as designed by removing unsuitable earth material such
as the topsoil or former leaching chambers from the leaching site, excavating to the
proper depth and installing the appropriate leaching distribution network. The system is
connected back to the septic tank via a PVC sewer pipe. The septic tank installation
involves removing the existing tank, excavating the appropriate size hole, installing the
tank and plumbing, and backfilling the area. The new tank is connected back to the
existing building sewer with PVC pipe.

All disturbed areas will be loamed and seeded at the conclusion of the project.

No Buffer Zone Impacts

Construction of the proposed repair system is within buffer zone to the vegetated
wetland. To avoid impacts, appropriate erosion controls will be installed as indicated on
the permit plan. The erosion controls shall serve to arrest overland travel of sediment
during rain events, and also serve as a visual barrier and physical determination of the
limit of work. The siltation barriers will remain in place until the final cover over the
septic system is well established.

The excavation work is confined to the area just behind the house. Access for
construction vehicles and material delivery will be directly from the driveway and around



the north side of the house, thus keeping the extent of disturbed area compact. This is an
important aspect of site management and prevention of siltation in the adjacent wetlands.

All work is in the open grass yard area with a minimum of 56 feet of separation from the
wetlands to the leach field. This is consistent with your Septic System Replacement
Policy for using the RDA form when all system components are at least 50 feet from the
wetlands.

We are seeking a negative determination to allow the work to proceed. Would you please
schedule this matter for your May 27, 2026 meeting? I will attend to present the project
and answer any questions.

Sincerely,
Wetlands and Land Management, Inc.

William J. Manuell
Wetland Scientist



Locus Map
Source: United States Geological Survey
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REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY (WPA FORM 1)




Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Mcnicpasy
A. General Information
Important: : ;
When filling out Applicant:
forms on the Gerald Zullo
;?'T;Dgtil'- Utse only First Name Last Name
e tab key to move
your cursor-donot 18/ _Echo Cove Road
use the return key. Address
g;] Hamilton MA 01936 -
wh City/Town State Zip Code
617-849-0060 scissorguy@yahoo.com
IH AI Phone Number Email Address
S 2. Property Owner (if different from Applicant):
Gerald Zullo and Leonard Michalski co-owners
First Name Last Name
187 Echo Cove Road
Address -
Hamilton MA 01936
City/Town State Zip Code
617-849-0060 scissorguy@yahoo.com
Phone Number Email Address (if known)
3. Representative (if any)
William I Manuell
First Name Last Name
Company Name
PO Box 24
Address
Newton NH 03858
City/Town State Zip Code
978-777-0004 . bill@wetlandsim.com
Phone Number Email Address (if known)
B. Project Description

How to find Latitude
and Longitude

and how to convert
to decimal degrees

a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

187 Echo Cove Road Hamilton
Street Address City/Town
42.61631 -70.81693

Latitude (Decimal Degrees Format with 5 digits after decimal e.g.

XX XXXXX)
60

Longitude (Decimal Degrees Format with 5 digits after
decimal e.g. -XX.XXXXX)

18

Assessors’' Map Number

Assessors' Lot/Parcel Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

Residential property at 187 Echo Cove Road, Hamilton

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s): (use additional paper if necessary)

Subsurface Sewage Disposal System 4-27-26
Title Date
Title Date

wpaform1.doc « rev. 4/28/2023
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Misiicpelty

B. Project Description (cont.)

2. a. Activity/Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of Activity, if necessary):

Install a repair septic system in buffer zone.

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

3. a. Ifthis application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96
Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96
Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

New agriculture or aquaculture project
Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project
Municipal project

District, county, state, or federal government project

OO0O00 000 O0oOooao

Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

WPA Form 1 - Request for Determination of Applicability » Page 2 of 3



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

C. Determinations
1. Irequest the Hamilton make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:
Conservation Commission
[0 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced above is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

[0 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
above are accurately delineated.

Bd c whether the Activities depicted on plan(s) referenced above is subject to the Wetlands
Protection Act and its regulations.

B d. whether the area and/or Activities depicted on plan(s) referenced above is subject to the
jurisdiction of any municipal wetlands' ordinance or bylaw of:

Hamilton
Name of Municipality

[0 e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for Activities in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

| hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Appiicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

| further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultanecusly with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant 1o send copies in atimely manner may resull in dismissal of the Reguest for
Determination of Applicability.

otification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense

Hion 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.
1 b 5-4-26

Date

% 9 5-4-26
Represantative (l' any) Date

wonform o - wv 200D m"-|-m-m\‘m.'-;"
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appendix

SCHEDULE OF FEES

Applicants are responsible for paying all fees required under the Wetlands Protection Act in addition to the fees
listed below. Fees assist in defraying costs incurred by the Conservation Department in the administration and

enforcement of the by law.
Request for Determination of Applicability

Notice of Intent

Request to Amend Order of Conditions

Request for an Extension of an Order of
Conditions

Request for a Certificate of Compliance
If the original Order of Conditions has not expired
If the original Order of Conditions has expired OR
An extension has been issued by the Commission

Request for emergency certification

Fees are payable to “Town of Hamilton”

Enforcement and Fines:

$125.00

(a) $175.00 for projects described under Category 1,
310 CMR 10.03(7) (c) 1 OR

(b) $500.00 for all other projects except as noted
below

$50.00

$50.00

no charge

$50.00

$50.00

Any violation of the by law may be subject to fines, pursuant to the language in the by law, as determined by

the Commission on a case by case basis.

After the publication of legal notice, and after the opening and closing a public hearing, the fee schedule above
was adopted by Hamilton Conservation Commission on August 17, 2011.

7/15/2021
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