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  Town of Hamilton 
Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of April 8, 2026 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for April 4, 2026 at 7pm via Zoom. 
This meeting was recorded.  
Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items 
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members  
Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: S.Codding, D.Kelly, 
V.Cookson. Not present: J.Foster. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent; Others present as noted in the 
minutes.  
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS:  
• Notice of Intent: MassDEP #172- XXXX, 0 Glendale Avenue, Hamilton, MA.  
• Applicant: Mark Pearlstein  
• Project: Proposed construction of a single-family home. The proposed work is located within the 100-foot 

Buffer-Zone 
Jason Crosson, wetland scientist with Godard Consulting, was there to present the project. Chair Baker explained that 
they have learned that the project would also require a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) and questioned 
whether that process has started yet. She expressed the need to work in tandem with ZBA so that the Commission does 
not issue findings that are in conflict with the ZBA. J.Crosson noted that the process has started but he also requested to 
share updated information with the Commission to get their feedback.  

He explained the project is proposing the construction of a single-family house in the back lot of 0 Glendale Ave. The 
applicant is proposing the construction of permeable paver driveway, partially constructing it within the paper road known as 
Glendale Ave. He showed recent photos of the site and explained that they enhanced the application and he described the lack 
of a vegetated buffer, and reviewed th proposed driveway location, along the area designated to be revegetated. He explained 
the new planting plan for revegetation to restore the area and establish a buffer between the wetland and the limit of work. 
More erosion controls have been added and they believe what they are proposing is consistent with the wetland protection act 
and the bylaws and prevent future alteration as well.  
It was the applicant’s opinion that they have the the right to develop the paper road up to the center of the street.  S.Codding 
recommended that the Commission conduct a site visit to review the project. The Commissioners questioned why the 
driveway couldn’t be done on a different part of the site that would not impact the resource area. Chair Baker reiterated that 
there should be no work done in the no-disturb zone, and they would like to see a plan that does not impact the 25 foot no-
disturb zone.  
 Patty Splaine, an abutter, questioned how her property will be protected from runoff, and whether the property was 

surveyed, where the property line is, and whether she is part owner of the paper road. She also questioned whether her 
property will be flooded.  

J.Crosson explained that the property was surveyed and it is their understanding that the owner has the right to 
develop up to the center line of the paper road. It was suggested that she contact the planning and zoning 
departments of the town. Chair Baker explained that there will be erosion controls used, and that typically flooding 
is not a concern with a single-family house project.  
V.Cookson raised the concern of making decisions about a paper road where the ownership is not clear. Chair Baker agreed, 
noting that this is one of the reasons it needs to be reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to continue the public hearing for the work proposed at 0 Glendale Ave to April 22, 
2026.  

 
ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS: 
2.) Potential violations/ updates – There were no updates, because there has not been any response from the Bridge St 
property owners. V.Cookson reminded the Commissioners that J.Murphy requested a letter closing out the issues of the 
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property, but that she had not written that letter; she offered to do that to close out the file. Chair Baker noted they are also 
trying to get information to complete the file, and B.Barstow will send the letter to the property owners again.  
 
3.) Standardized Waiver Bylaw Form and Site Visit Report Form  
• Alicia Brennan presented a new form that she has put together, a request for a waiver for anything under the wetlands 

bylaw. She explained the contents of the form. She also created a site visit record form, looking at what other towns do 
for examples. She asked if the Commissioners have anything that they would like updated, to please let her know.  

• A.Brennan also reported that the Town Planner connected with the Ipswich River Watershed Association who is working 
on an inter-community agreement about protecting the watershed, and Hamilton is working on how to provide more 
information to homeowners who are abutting or own wetlands. They are designing a pamphlet to send out to 
homeowners.  

• Chair Baker also recommended using FileCamp, a digital application to record a site visit and then there would be a digital 
record of the site visit.  

• Chair Baker raised the fact that the State has new clean energy siting and permitting reforms coming out, and she would 
like to present on those at the next meeting.  

• D.Kelly endorsed the forms created as clear and succinct.  
• Chair Baker would like to think though the waiver form a bit more to collect more information and not give the 

impression that the waiver is a simple process.  
 
MINUTES: March 11, 2026 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the minutes of March 11, 2026, with one edit as noted. 
 
New/Other Business: 

 Potential New Conservation Commissioner Introduction – the person withdrew their interest.   
 Next Meeting is scheduled for 4.22.2026. 

 
Adjournment – The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at approximately 8:00pm. 
 
Documents: 

• April 8, 2026 Meeting Agenda 
*April 8, 2026 Meeting Itemized List* 

1. 0 Glendale Avenue Notice of Intent 
1. Notice of Intent 
2. Certificate of Mailing 
3. Additional Materials 

2. Standardized Waiver Bylaw Form 
3. Site Visit Report Form 
4. Draft Minutes for Review/Approval – March 11, 2026 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 4.20.26. The minutes were prepared from video. 

https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026_04_08_ConservationCommission-1.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/0-Glendale-Ave-NOI-Booklet.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/0-Glendale-Ave-Certificate-of-Mailing.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Additional-Material-Waiver-Request.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Wetlands-Protection-Bylaw-Waiver-Form.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Site-Visit-Report-2026.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/TOH-CC-3.11.26.pdf

