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Town of Hamilton
Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2026

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for April 22, 2026 at 7PM via
Zoom. This meeting was recorded. Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members.

Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: S. Codding, D. Kelly, V.
Cookson. Not present: ]. Foster. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others present as noted in the minutes.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS:
¢ Notice of Intent: MassDEP #172- XXXX, 0 Glendale Avenue, Hamilton, MA.
e Applicant: Mark Pearlstein
e Project: Proposed construction of a single-family home. The proposed work is located within the 100-foot

Buffer-Zone.

Jacob Crosson, Wetland Scientist with Goddard Consulting, represented the applicant. He explained that in response to
the Commission’s request to explore other access options for the site, the applicant considered other possibilities.
However, the applicant determined that there was not another configuration that would work.

J. Crosson explained that Goddard Consulting was proposing more native species plantings to serve as a buffer to the
wetlands and provide protection for them. He presented the additional materials as submitted to the Commission by
Goddard Consulting, which included a table breaking down the primary interests to be protected according to the
Hamilton Conservation By-law. He explained that most of what the applicant was proposing would be permeable, with
the exception of the impervious surface added from the house construction. He added that all work proposed in the No-
Build Zone would occur over lawn surface with no vegetation removal. He reviewed the site plan and explained the
planting areas. He suggested that the Commission schedule the site visit to view the property in more detail.

Attorney Robert Scarano represented the applicant and explained that Glendale Avenue was a private way that was 30 feet
wide. He added that the applicant owned 15 feet to the center line, according to the Derelict Fee Statute in
Massachusetts. Attorney Scarano explained that as part of the statute, there were reciprocal easements that applied to
each of the property owners who shared ownership of the way.

Attorney Scarano further explained that Glendale Avenue was grandfathered into all provisions of the Hamilton Zoning
By-law. He explained that any increase in bulk requirements, such as frontage or area, would not be applicable to a lot
created prior to the Hamilton Subdivision Regulations in 1954. He stated that the applicant’s neighbor could not propose
improvements to the shared way because their side of the way was fully in the resource area and thus protected under the
By-law. Attorney Scarano also explained that there was no common ownership with 315 Lake Drive since the
Lake Drive and Glendale Avenue owners were separate. Therefore, the Glendale Avenue property could not be
accessed through the Lake Drive property.

Chair Baker listed concerns that the Commissioners had spoken about during previous meetings in February and
April, including: requesting that the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) review and rule on the ownership issue of the
private way, asking for a quantification of the imperviousness, limiting activity in the 25-foot No-Disturb Zone, the
wetland’s link to the town water supply, and the Commission’s request to add the 25-foot buffer zone line to the site plan.

Scott Goddard, owner of Goddard Consulting, explained the benefits of the plan to increase the buffer zone, and to
construct the driveway in a manner that would pull associated activity away from the wetland. He commented that the
plans would become clearer once the Commission had conducted a site visit.

Attorney Scarano noted that a memo had been submitted by Building Commissioner Rich Maloney clarifying that the lot
was exempt from zoning issues.
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S. Goddard requested a continuance and a site walk of the property, and noted that Goddard Consulting would be
submitting a legal opinion letter.

Chair Baker asked that the applicant consider other alternatives to the roadway placement or width, as well as planting
areas that would be outside the 50-foot No-Build Zone. She also requested calculations of impervious surface on the

property.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to continue the public hearing for the work proposed at 0 Glendale Ave to May 13,
2026.

e Request for a Certificate of Compliance #172-0664, 10 Meyer Lane, Hamilton, MA.
e Applicant: Edwin and Laura Howard
e Project: Fill-in an existing in-ground pool and construct a frog pond

Catherine Galli, daughter of property owners Edwin and Laura Howard, presented the project. She stated that the project
was never able to move forward, and that now her parents were looking to sell the property and close out the process.
Conservation Agent Bethany Barstow reported that she had visited the property and confirmed that no work was done.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to issue an invalid Certificate of Compliance indicating that no work was done at 10
Meyer Lane.

ENFORCEMENT ORDERS/VIOLATIONS:

Potential violations/updates — Bridge Street lots.

Goddard Consulting and Dan Bandar responded to the letter from the Commission answering their questions and stating
that the erosion controls were incorporated. A final letter will be sent out to close the file and complete the record of the
enforcement process with the stipulation that the case be reopened if more erosion was identified.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to withdraw the Enforcement Order at Bridge Street with a letter sent ont regarding
Lot #9.

B. Barstow will reach out to the owners of Lots 6 and 8 to request copies of site plans or documentation of erosion
controls for the Commission's records.

NEW/OTHER BUSINESS:

Preliminary Subdivision Plan Discussion — 10 Meyer Lane

Bob Griffin presented the project, where he was previously hired in 2004 to prepare a subdivision plan, but the owner
never moved forward with it. Lucas Environmental reflagged the wetlands a few months ago, now that the property is
going to be sold. He displayed maps showing the parcel, the flood plains, and wetland areas. He described the topography
and the wet areas and water flow on the property. On April 7, they filed a preliminary plan with the Planning Board to get
feedback on the subdivision plan. Mark Connors suggested that they have a preliminary conversation with the
Commission also to get their feedback as well. They are proposing three lots, and they have tested the soils and they will
pass the PERC test. The wetland crossing would include about 300 square feet. There will be no buildings within the no
build zone. There were questions about the wetland crossing and the type of culvert, and if blasting (no) or excavation
(some) would be needed. They will do more precise calculations of the stormwater and size the basins appropriately. They
would like to start the Planning Board process and the Conservation Commission at roughly the same time in case there
are comments that require changes from each of the boards.

Clean Energy Permitting Reforms Discussion
This discussion was postponed to the next meeting on May 13, 2026.

MINUTES: September 24, 2025 & March 25, 2026
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the minutes of September 24, 2025.
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the minutes of March 25, 2026.
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New/Other Business:
»  Preliminary Subdivision Plan Discussion — 10 Meyer Lane
» Clean Energy Permitting Reforms Discussion
» Next Meeting is scheduled for 5.13.2026.

Adjournment:
The Commissioners voted unanimonsly to adjourn at approximately 9:00 PM.

Documents:
o April 22, 2026 Meeting Agenda
*April 22, 2026 Meeting Itemized List*
1. 10 Mever Lane Request for Certificate of Compliance
1. Outstanding Order of Conditions 2014
2. MassDEP Outstanding OOC Form
3. Minutes from April 30, 2014 Meeting Regarding Outstanding OOC
4. 2014 Site Plans
5. Site Pictures 4/14/2026:1,2,3
2. 185 Bridge Street, Lot 9 Enforcement Order
1. Enforcement Withdrawal [etter from ConCom to Bandar Development

2. Certified Erosion Control Specialist Report

3. Grading & Septic Plan Stamped by PE
3. Draft Minutes for Review/Approval — September 24, 2025

Draft Minutes for Review/Approval — March 25, 2026
5. Preliminary Subdivision Plans — 10 Meyer Lane

>

Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 5.3.26. The minutes were prepared from video.
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https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026_04_22_ConservationCommission-1.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/20260415104619242.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/OOC-howard-sale.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/10-MEYER-ORDER-OF-CONDITIONS.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/10-MEYER-04.08-CCL.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/10-MeyerLn-Howard-SitePlan.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Howarddivingboarddeck-rotated.jpeg
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Howardpoolsteps-rotated.jpeg
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Howardpipe-rotated.jpeg
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-3-18-Lot-9-Bridge-St.-Letter.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-4-13-Certified-Erosion-Control-Specialist-Report-Lot-9-185-Bridge-Street.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Lot-9-Septic-Plan_2022-08-25.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TOH-CC-9.24.25_dp.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TOH-CC-3.25.26.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/10MeyerLane-PreliminarySubdivisionPlans-030926.pdf

