Draft

Town of Hamilton
Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes of May 27, 2026

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for May 27, 2026 at 7PM via Zoom.
This meeting was recorded.

Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items
shall be addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members

Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: N. Baker, S.Codding,
V.Cookson, J.Foster. Not present: D.Kelly. Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others present as noted in
the minutes.

PUBLIC MEETINGS & HEARINGS:

1.) Notice of Intent: MassDEP #172- XXXX, 0 Glendale Avenue, Hamilton, MA.
e Applicant: Mark Pearlstein
e Project: Proposed construction of a single-family home. The proposed work is located within the 100-foot
Buffer-Zone

B.Barstow stated the applicant has requested another continuation. The Commissioners have not been able to coordinate
a site visit with the applicant to date, which should be completed soon. The applicant needs to refile their Notice of Intent
to show the proper boundaties, due to an error in their application that they own both the front property and the one
behind, which is not the case. The Commission was advised by legal counsel that this is the appropriate process; there will
be a new Notice of Intent and new public hearing held for the new filing.
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to continue the public hearing for O Glendale Ave to June 10, 2026.

2.) Request for a Determination of Applicability: 187 Echo Cove Road, Hamilton, MA.

e Applicant: Gerald Zullo

e Project: Proposed replacement of a septic system
Bill Manuell of Wetlands & Land Management explained the project as an upgrade to an existing septic system, located in
the rear yard. The property is being sold and failed the Title V test.
All the components are more than 50 feet from the adjacent wetlands. The applicant is seeking a negative determination to
their request for determination of applicability. B. Manuell showed the site plan and described how the supplies and
equipment would be brought in to minimize the impact to the property. He also explained the rationale for the siting of
the system in order to not disrupt the property or remove trees.
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimonsly by roll call to issue a negative determination for 187 Echo Cove Rd for the work of replacing a
septic system.

3.) Request for an Amended Order of Conditions: MassDEP #172-0621, 138 &140 Echo Cove Road, Hamilton,
MA.

e Applicant: William Haugh

e Project: Proposed renovations to two existing dwellings within the 100-foot Buffer Zone
The applicant for this project previously requested a Certificate of Compliance, but it was determined that an amended
order was needed, given that the project had changed from what was originally proposed and approved. There is also a
proposed mitigation plan that needs review. There was no representative for the applicant to present the project; the
owner was not available to attend the meeting.
Chair Baker explained that the project was enlarged beyond what was previously approved by the Commission, and
although the applicant has stated that the change was approved by the agent at the time, an amended application has not
been before the Commission.
The Commission spent some time discussing the calculations by Hancock in their report and noted that it was not clear if
they were referring to the 25 foot or 50 foot buffer, or how the as-built calculations were done in terms of increases,
decreases, and offsets. The correct calculations will inform how much mitigation is appropriate; roughly 2:1.
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V.Cookson and S.Codding recalled that the applicant was limited in what they could do in the no-build zone, but they
exceeded what was allowed. B.Barstow has asked the applicant for documentation of what activity the previous agent gave
them approval for, but they have not provided documentation to date.

The Commissioners discussed the proposed mitigation plan, and believed the current plan was not meaningful in terms of
sufficiently improving the wetland. They referenced the Massachusetts Lake & Pond Guide as a meaningful resource for
mitigation strategies.

The Commission requested the applicant provide clarification from Hancock on the calculations of as-built areas and
impacts, and a more extensive and accurate mitigation plan, including consideration of 2:1 or greater mitigation ratio with
improved planting locations.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimonsly by roll call to continue the public hearing for 138 /140 Echo Cove Rd to June 10, 2026.

NEW/ OTHER BUISNESS

Boardwalk Mats Discussion - Carol Lloyd, from the Essex County Trails Association, informed the commissioners that
there are lot of slippery areas on the trails that can pose a hazard, particularly for horses, and they have settled on rubber
mats as the best option for mitigating the hazardous areas. There was discussion of how they are attached and secured,
their durability and degradation potential, and whether a sample could be available. She will follow up with additional
information for the Commission.

Next Meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2026.
Adjournment — The Commissioners voted unanimonsly by roll call to adjourn at approximately 8:06pm.

Documents:
e  May 27th 2026 Meeting Agenda
*May 27th , 2026 Meeting Itemized List*
1. 0 Glendale Avenue Notice of Intent
1. Notice of Intent
2. Certificate of Mailing
3. Additional Materials
2. 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road- Request for an Amended Order of Conditions.
e 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road Request for Certificate of Compliance, Minutes when N.O.I was approved, Original
N.O.I
e 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road Final Site Plan
e 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road Summary of Changes from Approved Plan
e 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road Area Calculation Letter
e 138 & 140 Echo Cove Road Mitigation Planting Proposal
3. 187 Echo Cove Road RDA Request, Site Plan

Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 5.31.26. The minutes were prepared from video.
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https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026_05_27_ConservationCommission.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/0-Glendale-Ave-NOI-Booklet.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/0-Glendale-Ave-Certificate-of-Mailing.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Additional-Material-Waiver-Request.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/23974-138-140-Echo-Cove-Road-Hamilton-Request-for-Certificate-of-Compliance.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/1.13.2021-Minutes.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/138-140-Echo-Cove-Road-NOI.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/138-140-Echo-Cove-Road-NOI.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/138-140-Echo-Cove-Rd-Site-Plan-final.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/138-140-Echo-Cove-Road-Summary-of-changes-from-approved-plan.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026.05.05-Area-Calculation-Letter.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Mitigation-planting-proposal-138-140-Echo-Cove-Road.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/RDA-Scan-187-Echo-Cove-Rd.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CC-Site-Plan-187-Echo-Cove-Road.pdf

