Neil Shea <nshea@ipswichriver.org> 6/1/2026 2:32 PM

Re: Buckthorn Removal in Wetlands

To Lisa Manozzi <Imz21@comcast.net> Copy sdawson@ipswichriver.org <sdawson@ipswichriver.org>

Hi Lisal

Thanks for reaching out. | would say your approach is about as wetland/resource friendly as you can get. For the
work we have done here at our Riverbend property off of County Rd, we've had some success using a weed
wrench to tear whole buckthorn plants and roots out. We still have a lot of buckthorn around our property, but we
also haven't had a dedicated effort to focus on solely that (we have a lot of invasives creeping in here).

If you don't already have one (or a few), | would look into using the weed wrenches instead of a shovel or mattock.
It makes the work go quicker and is a lot less physically taxing, which might be key for tackling a large area like the
one you have. Other than that, | don't think there are any other more effective (non-herbicide) methods! Let us know
how it goes and thanks again for reaching out.

Best,
Neil

On Mon, Jun 1, 2026 at 10:13 AM Lisa Manozzi <Imz21@comcast.net> wrote:

Hi Neil & Sarah,

We recently reviewed your website and are hoping that the Ipswich River Watershed
Association is the perfect organization to ask for advice on buckthorn removal from
wetland areas.

| help manage a private property owned by Susan Jostyn at 7 Kinsman Lane, Hamilton,
MA which borders the Miles River and is under a Conservation Restriction by the Essex
County Greenbelt Association. Our landscaping team has successfully removed the
invasive buckthorn from the forested areas of the property over the last few years as part
of regular maintenance.

We are in the process of applying to the Town of Hamilton's Conservation Committee for
permission to remove the invasive buckthorn from the wetlands portion of the property.
We started the process last fall with a simple project summary report and have now
evolved to filing Form WPA Form 3 & Appendix A. It has definitely been a learn-as-we-go
experience.

The Committee's biggest concern is understanding how our landscaping team will remove
the buckthorn without harming the wetlands.

We would really appreciate your input as to the best practices to remove buckthorn from a
wetland area. Your website indicated that you have removed buckthorn from the Ipswich
River area at Riverbend with interns in 2022 and with volunteers from Cell Signaling in
2018.

Our team intends to use a similar method as they used in the forest areas. During the fall
season, they will access the wetland area on foot using wading boots (no use of walkway
boards). Most of the buckthorn is under 3 ft high and interspersed with native wetland
vegetation. The team intends to manually remove the buckthorn saplings by the root using
shovels or mattocks (no use of large machinery). No herbicides will be used. The



immediate area where the root was removed will be manually re-leveled to minimize
ground disturbance. The size of the removal area is about 1/3 mile in length and spreads
100 ft into the wetlands. The removed buckthorn will be kept on property to naturally
decompose in the existing brushwood berms.

Could you share your thoughts on the effectiveness of our proposed method and/or
provide any insights to a better approach?

Are there other persons or organizations we should contact for advice, such as your
recent River Hero, Harley Monteiro?

| would be happy to show you around the property if you feel it would be helpful.

Looking forward to hearing from you.
All the best,

Lisa Manozzi
Bookkeeper & Gardener
Jostyn Family Farm, LLC
cell: 978-821-9840

Neil Shea
Restoration Program Director
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