Becky Hansen <bhansen@ecga.org> 6/2/2026 4:12 PM

Re: Buckthorn Removal in Wetlands

To Lisa Manozzi <Imz21@comcast.net> Copy Michael Carbone <mgc@ecga.org>

Hi Lisa,

Thank you for reaching out about this project. Everything you described sounds like things are headed in the right
direction for the necessary processes and approvals that need to be in place before any work can begin. After
chatting about this project with my colleague, | think the one component that sticks out is the plan for the restoration
work after the invasive buckthorn is removed. | would recommend working with the conservation commission to
establish a restoration protocol, to ensure that other invasive species, like garlic mustard, do not arise after the soil
is disturbed from the removal work.

The conservation commission may have specific recommendations for the seeds or plantings that can be used after
the buckthorn is removed, | would recommend asking them for this information and incorporating this into the permit
application to show the action that will be taken to minimize soil disturbance. | will also attach some links to
websites that may be helpful during this process:

https://www.nativeplanttrust.org/ - information on native plants, invasive species, and where to purchase native
plant seeds

https://cisma-suasco.org/invasives/control-methods/ - information related to invasive species disposal methods and
other general information about invasive species

After the project is approved by the conservation commission, we ask that you send this documentation to
Greenbelt. We will need to issue an approval letter for this work as required by the conservation restriction in
Section 2, Paragraph B.

Thank you,

Becky Hansen

Conservation Restriction Coordinator
Greenbelt | Essex County's Land Trust
82 Eastern Avenue

PO Box 1026

Essex, MA 01929

bhansen@ecga.org

978-768-7241 x121

ecga.org

i

Greenbelt

Essex County’s Land Trust

On Mon, Jun 1, 2026 at 10:25 AM Lisa Manozzi <Imz21@comcast.net> wrote:

Hi Mike, Becky, Owen & Adam,

We would love your advice on buckthorn removal from wetland areas.



| help manage a private property owned by Susan Jostyn at 7 Kinsman Lane, Hamilton,
MA which borders the Miles River and is under a Conservation Restriction by your
organization (CR ID: HAM-1-Pirie). Our landscaping team has successfully removed the
invasive buckthorn from the forested areas of the property over the last few years as part
of regular maintenance.

We are in the process of applying to the Town of Hamilton's Conservation Committee for
permission to remove the invasive buckthorn from the wetlands portion of the property.
We started the process last fall with a simple project summary report and have now
evolved to filing Form WPA Form 3 & Appendix A. It has definitely been a learn-as-we-go
experience.

The Committee's biggest concern is understanding how our landscaping team will remove
the buckthorn without harming the wetlands.

We would really appreciate your input as to the best practices to remove buckthorn from a
wetland area. Your website indicated that you have experience removing invasives.

Our team intends to use a similar method as they used in the forest areas. During the fall
season, they will access the wetland area on foot using wading boots (no use of walkway
boards). Most of the buckthorn is under 3 ft high and interspersed with native wetland
vegetation. The team intends to manually remove the buckthorn saplings by the root using
shovels or mattocks (no use of large machinery). No herbicides will be used. The
immediate area where the root was removed will be manually re-leveled to minimize
ground disturbance. The size of the removal area is about 1/3 mile in length and spreads
100 ft into the wetlands. The removed buckthorn will be kept on property to naturally
decompose in the existing brushwood berms.

Could you share your thoughts on the effectiveness of our proposed method and/or
provide any insights to a better approach?

Are there other persons or organizations we should contact for advice?

| would be happy to show you around the property if you feel it would be helpful.

Looking forward to hearing from you.
All the best,

Lisa Manozzi
Bookkeeper & Gardener
Jostyn Family Farm, LLC
cell: 978-821-9840



