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Town of Hamilton
Conservation Commission
Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2026

Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all
Commissioners, a remote meeting of the Hamilton Conservation Commission was posted for July 8, 2026 at 7PM via Zoom. This meeting
was recorded.

Commissioners: Sandy Codding, Virginia Cookson, Denise Kelly, Nancy Baker, Jeremy Foster.

CALL TO ORDER: The Chair convenes the meeting pending the establishment of a quorum. The following items shall be
addressed in order, subject to the discretion of the Chair and the Members

Chair Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. She identified the meeting was being recorded and those present: D. Kelly, V.Cookson, J.Foster, N.Baker.
Not present: S.Codding Also present: Bethany Barstow, Conservation Agent. Others present as noted in the minutes.

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:
e Notice of Intent: MassDEP #172- XXXX, 0 Glendale Avenue, Hamilton, MA.

e Applicant: Mark Pearlstein

e Project: Proposed construction of a single-family home. The proposed work is located within the 100-foot Buffer-Zone
Jacob Crosson was present to provide an update on new developments on the proposed Glendale Ave single family home project. He
referenced the site walk with some of the Commissioners and believed that helped to contextualize the challenges they were facing with the
steepness of the site, and the proximity of the wetland resource areas. He subsequently submitted new materials for the Commissions
review. He displayed two alternative planting plans, as requested, with plantings outside the no-disturb zone. Alternative 2 has 16 new
plantings and seed mix. He would like feedback on the plans. He also submitted a revised Notice of Intent noting the change in ownership
of the second parcel. In addition, the plans now show the 25 foot no disturb zone. Also included was the septic approval paperwork. The
Commissioners also wanted the imperviousness calculations, which he stated total 805 square feet and were calculated according to the
bylaw, including the house, retaining wall, and concrete pad. He believed they have satisfied all of the outstanding issues.

N.Baker questioned the imperviousness, citing MA EPA’s MS4 permit, and explained it pertains to stormwater runoff, including from
driveways, roads, and other hard surfaces. By her calculations, the impervious surface totals 3,065 total squate feet, or 21% imperviousness.
The rule for the GPOD Groundwater Protection Overlay District is 15%. Chair Kelly believed that this determination was in the purview
of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).

V.Cookson explained that typically waivers are granted if the structure is pre-existing in the no-disturb zone, not to place a house in the no-
disturb zone on an empty lot. N.Baker agreed and read from section 3 of the bylaw that defines activity in the no-disturb zone.

J.Crosson pointed out that this was the only site access, and there was previously a house on the property. Attorney Robert Scarano
commented that the Commissioners stated they will not grant any waivers was contrary to their history, and that this is a 1939 subdivision
and it did have a house on it but it burned down, it is not a new lot. He believed it met the requirements for a waiver citing the lot was in
existence before zoning was enacted in 1954 and it is therefore exempt from zoning requirements under chapter 40A section 6.

He submitted a letter to the building inspector today referencing this information and opined that the zoning issue should be handled by
Town Counsel. He also stated that residences are exempt from stormwater management. He proposed a Cultec chamber to catch the
sheet flow of water, treat it, and then release it into the groundwater. N.Baker countered that a rain garden should be sufficient. There was
further discussion regarding the permeable pavers to be used, with Attorney Scarano explaining that they are the among the most advanced
on the market.

J.Crosson will confer with the engineer about the placement of a rain garden, they will consider potential signage to prevent parking,
mowing, etc, in the no-disturb area, and will look at reducing imperviousness.

Vote: The Commissioners voted unaninously to continue the public hearing for 0 Glendale Ave to July 22, 2026.

2.) Notice of Intent, Ecological Restoration Limited Project: MassDEP #172-XXXX, 0 Bay Road, Hamilton, MA. Applicant:
Susan Jostyn Project: Proposed invasive buckthorn vegetation removal within a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (This applicant
has requested a continuance to the July 22nd,2026 meeting.)

B.Barstow reported that because this is an ecological restoration project due to the invasive removal in the wetland, it has to go through the
MEPA and environmental monitor first.

3.) Request for a Certificate of Compliance: MassDEP #172-454, 256 Linden Street, Hamilton, MA. Applicant: Joseph Maher
Project: Addition to a single-family residence

B.Barstow showed the site plan for the project that included an addition to a single-family residence. The owner is selling his house and
realized they were missing a certificate of compliance. The septic system was approved through a separate notice of intent and certified.
N.Baker remarked that there was a change from the original project from the notice of intent. J.Maher noted that the site plan is showing
the prior structure and the addition was overlayed and it not clear. He explained that they removed a rotting shed from the wetlands and
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that area has filled in and clarified what the building’s current appearance which corresponded to one of the site plans displayed by
B.Barstow. N.Baker questioned the drywell on the site plan; the homeowner was uncertain but believed it was no longer there.

Chair Kelly clarified that the application was approved 20 years ago, and the question now is was the building built in conformance with
what was approved then, and if so, they can close out the order of conditions.

N.Baker stated that the application was poorly done and put an extraordinary burden on the agent and the Commission to try to piece this
together after so many years. She suggested the Commission consider how to handle this type of applications after so many years.
B.Barstow commented that this is not just a Hamilton problem, it happens in other towns also.

J.Foster stated that there is a letter from Kevin McHugh saying he inspected the property and he believes everything was in accordance
with the order of conditions. He had to attend another meeting and had to leave the zoom. J.Maher explained the only difference from the
plan is a 20 square foot ‘bump out’ on one corner of the house.

Motion Context: N.Baker recommended that they make the certificate of compliance clear that despite the fact that there are no dimensions noted, the Certificate of
Compliance recognizes the similarity between where the buffer zone is, and the agent went and affirmed that the wetlands were where they are today. Also, even if
there is an infiltrator there, it hasn't been maintained and is non-functioning. So that is essentially a moot point. And the addition, if it's a chimney, and it shows
the dimension of 5 by 4, I think that's minimal. I think if we issue a certificate of compliance, recognizing that this is in the Groundwater Protection Overlay
District, and bas been since 1980. So they didn't know at this time bow much was in the GPOD or whether it wasn't. And some of Linden Street was and some
of it wasn't. So 1 think we can assume that they don't necessarily need an infiltrator at that point. (time stamp 1:43)

Vote: The Commissioners voted by roll call to issue a Certificate of Compliance reflecting the information N.Bafker provided. (1. Cookson voted against.)

MINUTES - June 24, 2026
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the minutes of June 24, 2026.

NEW/ OTHER BUISNESS
* MACC dues — B.Barstow noted that it is time to pay the dues once again. The total dues of $609 will be paid out of the Wetlands
Protection Act funds.
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve payment.

CONSERVATION OFFICE
Next Meeting is scheduled for July 22, 2026.

Adjournment — The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at approximately 8:50pm.

Documents:
e Meeting Agenda
e (0 Glendale Avenue

o New Information (provided by Goddard Consulting on 7/1/2026)
o Site Visit Report ( 6/24/2026)

e 256 Linden Street
o Request for Certificate of Compliance

o  Original Notice of Intent (7/6/2004)

o  Previous Site Plan
e  Draft Minutes for Review/Approval — June 24, 2026

e Y27 MACC Membership Dues

Respectfully submitted by D. Pierotti, Recording Secretary, 7.26.26. The minutes were prepared from video.
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https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026_07_08_Conservation-Commission-Meeting-Agenda.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Supplemental-Information-Booklet-7-1.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Site-Visit-Report-0-Glendale.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/RCOC-for-256-Linden-Street-with-Attachments.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/NOI-256-Linden-2004.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/256-Linden-Site-Plan-2004.pdf
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/TOH-CC-6.24.26.docx
https://www.hamiltonma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/MACC-Dues-FY27-Invoice-w-Staff.pdf

